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BEING A PARISH COUNCILLOR 
 

What is the role of a Parish Councillor? 
 

Basically, Parish Councillors have three main areas of work – 
 

1. Decision-making:  through attending meetings (and committees) with other elected members, Parish 
Councillors decide which activities to support, where money should be spent, what services should be 
delivered and what policies should be implemented.  

 

2. Monitoring:  Parish Councillors make sure that their decisions lead to efficient and effective services 
by keeping an eye on how well things are working. 

 

3. Getting involved locally:  as local representatives, Parish Councillors have responsibilities towards their 
parishioners and local organisations.  This often depends on what the Parish Councillor wants to 
achieve and how much time is available.  The day-to-day work of a Parish Councillor may include: 

 

• going to meetings of local organisations 

• going to meetings of outside bodies that affect the wider community such as the Police, the 
Highways Authority, Schools and Colleges 

• taking up issues on behalf of members of the public such as making representations to the 
principal authorities 

• running a ‘surgery’ for residents to bring up issues 

• meeting with individual residents about local issues. 
 

What is a Parish Council and why become a Parish Councillors? 
 

What is a Parish Council? 
 

A Parish Council is a local authority that makes decisions on behalf of the people in the parish and has an 
overall responsibility for the well-being of its local community.  It is the level of government closes to the 
community, with the district authority above it in the hierarchy.  As it is the authority closest to the people, 
Parish Councils are invariably the first-place people will go to with concerns or ideas.  For this reason, they 
are a vital part of any community. 
 

Its work falls into three main categories: 
 

• representing the local community 

• delivering services to meet local needs 

• striving to improve quality of life in the parish. 
 

Why become a Parish Councillor? 
 

If you’ve never been to a Parish Council meeting before, you may be forgiven for thinking that Parish 
Councillors are a group of (probably much older) people who meet now and then in a draughty village hall.  
If, however you live in a community where something ‘big’ has happened, you will know that when people 
in the community need support and guidance, it is sometimes the Parish Council that is turned to. 
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By becoming a Parish Councillor, you become someone your community will look to for help, guidance 
and support – a community leader with the power to influence decisions for the benefit of the people you 
serve. 
 

Seeing your community change for the better, as a result of decisions you have helped make, is something 
that can give you a sense of achievement and pride. 
 

What decisions do Parish Councils make? 
 

Parish Councils make all kinds of decisions on issues that affect the local community.  Probably the most 
common topics that Parish Councils get involved with are planning matters (as they are ‘statutory 
consultees’), crime prevention, helping local groups, provide and manage open spaces and delivering 
better services and facilities. 
 

It is true to say that on their own, Parish Councils have limited powers to make 
decisions.  They are required to operate within the bounds of legislated ‘powers’ 
and ‘duties’.  But they do have the ability to negotiate with, and the power to 
influence those other organisations that do make the final decisions (such as the 
Local Authority, or Unitary Council, Health Authorities, Police etc). 
 

In this respect, Parish Councils are extremely powerful.  The organisations that 
make the final decisions know that a Parish Council gives the best reflection of how 
a community feels about something, and its views will be taken seriously. 
 

How much time does it take up?  
 

Parish Councils usually meet once a month for an ‘Ordinary’ Parish Council meeting, to which members 
of the public are also able to attend.  Meetings may last two or three hours depending on the agenda set 
for the meeting.  Some Parish Councils have committees to deal with specific subjects, such as 
environmental issues.  In addition to the regular meetings, Parish Councillors are required to attend other 
meetings as representatives of the Parish Council, for example acting as a representative on an outside 
body, community activities or helping develop a new project for the community.  Such meetings won’t 
happen every day, so it is not going to take over your life. 
 

How long does a Parish Councillor serve for? 
 

Once elected, Parish Councillors sit on the Parish Council for a maximum of four years.  If they then want 
to continue being a Parish Councillor, they can stand for re-election.  Anyone thinking about standing for 
election should not that Parish Councillors are expected to attend regular meetings and any additional 
meetings as may be arranged, and to represent the electors of the Parish in raising and discussing those 
issues of interest and concern on which the Parish Council is empowered to act. 
 

Am I eligible to be a Parish Councillor? 
 

You have to be: 

• a British, Commonwealth or EU citizen 

• over the age of 18. 

Additionally, you have to fulfil one of the following criteria: 
 

• be a local government elector for the area for which you want to stand 

• have during the whole of the 12 months occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in 
the area or within 3 miles of it for the whole period 

• have during that same period had your principal or only place of work in the area or within 3 miles of 
it for the whole period. 

 

You do not have to have any political affiliation. 
 

If you do become a Parish Councillor, you will have to sign-up to the adopted Code of Conduct. 
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You cannot stand for election if you: 
 

• are a subject of a bankruptcy restriction order or interim order 

• have, within 5 years before the day of the election, been convicted in the UK of any offence and have 
had a sentence of imprisonment (whether suspended or not) for a period of over three months without 
the option of a fine 

• you work for the Parish Council you want to become a Parish Councillor for (but you can work for 
other local authorities, including the Principal Authorities that represent the same area). 

 

What powers do Parish Councils have? 
 

They have a wide range of powers which essentially relate to local matters, such as looking after 
community buildings, open spaces, allotments, play areas, street lighting, bus shelters, car parks and 
much more.  The Parish Council has the ‘power’ to raise money through taxation, known as the Precept.  
The Precept is the Parish Council’s share of the Local Authority council tax.  The Precept demanded goes 
to the billing authority (the Local Authority) which collects the tax from parishioners. 
 

Charfield Parish Council Details 
 

Charfield Parish Council has 9 Parish Councillors who stand for election every four years.  The duties and 
functions of Charfield Parish Council are many and varied.  The Parish Council employs one part-time 
member of staff, the Clerk.  
 

The Parish Council meets on the second Tuesday of each month (except August when we take a well-
earned break).  Parish Council meetings consider planning applications, approve expenditure, develop 
projects and ideas and any other matters referred to it by local residents, South Gloucestershire Council 
and sometimes Central Government.  All meetings are open to the public and there is a ‘Public 
Participation’ section at the beginning of the meeting where residents and members of the public can raise 
concerns and ask questions.  All meetings are advertised on the Parish Council’s website.  Parishioners 
can bring to the attention of the Parish Council anything that concerns them, either directly or through the 
Clerk.  If matters raised are not the responsibility of the Parish Council, the Clerk can bring them to the 
attention of the proper authority. 
 

Charfield Parish Council is responsible for: 
 

• Charfield Burial Ground, Churchend Lane 

• Charfield War Memorial  

• ‘The Pound’ on Churchend Lane 

• The Annual Civil Act of Remembrance 

• Bus Shelters, some roadside verges, Dog Bins and Waste Bins 

• Manor Lane flower bed and verge 

• Representation on Charfield Village Hall & Playing Field CIO 

• Representation on The Foundation Room Charity 
 

Don’t take our word for it! 
 

Come along to a Parish Council meeting or speak to one of our Parish Councillors to find out what they 
think of the role. 
 

Some useful links 
 

Further information: 
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/stand-for-election/ 
 

Nomination forms: 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-returning-officers-administering-local-government-
elections-england/nominations/forms-nomination 
 

Guidance for Candidates 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-01/Overview%20LGE.pdf 
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