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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  

Tuesday 10th January 2023 in Charfield Village Hall, Sportsman’s Lounge 
commencing at 7.30pm 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Cllr. M. Rosher, Cllr. S. Ashe, Cllr. J. Law, Cllr. N. Newns, Cllr. T. Parker, Cllr. P. 
Peaster and Cllr. A. Threlfall 
South Gloucestershire Councillor:  Cllr. J. O’Neill 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
 

Public: No members of the public were present. 
 Action 

12333/23   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  

Apologies were received, noted and accepted from Cllr. Glasgow.  All Agreed.  
  

12334/23   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  

There were no declarations of interest.  
  

12335/23   Public Participation  

There was no public participation.  
  

12336/23   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  

Cllr. Law proposed, Cllr. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the 
Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 13th December 2022 as a true 
and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman signed the minutes. 

 

  

12337/23   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  

South Gloucestershire Council’s 2023-2024 budget proposals was still under public consultation.  
The Council was still projecting a £29m deficit.   

 

  

Central Government was proposing to devolve the responsibility for moving traffic offence to 
Local Authorities.  Moving traffic offences such as banned turns, waiting in yellow box junctions 
and breaching of some weight restrictions were currently enforced by the Police.  SGC intend to 
apply for such responsibility using traffic enforcement cameras. 

 

  

Cllr. O’Neill had made contact with the SGC Station team prior to Christmas – there was nothing 
new to report.  The team were waiting for in-depth consultation responses to be received.  
Despite the Local Authority’s budget deficit, the funds to build the station would come via other 
sources such as WECA.  The Parish Council noted the insufficient size of the bus turning space 
outside the station.  Cllr. O’Neill had checked the status of the car park (whether or not it would 
be free or charged).  The Local Authority is pressing for the parking to be free, however it was 
impossible to say for certain whether this would remain the case.  Parking charges would be a 
revenue generating opportunity. 

 

  

Cllr. O’Neill had asked the SGC Planning Officer to defer any decision on the planning 
application at 24 Wotton Road due to the recent incidents of flooding on the Wotton Road.  The 
Planning Officer had declined to defer as this would have taken the application outside of the 
determination date.  It would appear all drains on Wotton Road are blocked.  Parish Councillors 
noted that it had been SGC who had installed the drop kerbs outside of the houses. 

 

  

Several complaints had been received about inappropriate parking on Poskett Way.  It was 
noted the road had not yet been adopted by SGC and still belonged to the developer.  It would 
appear that builders are parking their cars in the café car park which in turn is forcing customers 
to park on the road.  It was noted the developers do have an agreement with the Village Hall for 
use of the Hall car park.  The Parish Council also noted reports on social media of a vehicle 
accident and damaged cars on Poskett Way over Christmas. 

 

  

Cllr. O’Neill reported that the substantial pothole on Manor Lane close to the Wotton Road 
junction had been reported to SGC before Christmas.  Cllr. O’Neill also reported that the 
contractor had now acknowledge responsibility for the poor condition of the road surface on 
Manor Lane following the surface dressing exercise in 2022.  The contractor would be relaying 
the surface when the weather improved. 
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12338/2   Clerk’s Report  

Minute 12327/22 – The Clerk reported that the jobs advised to the SGC Street Cleaning & 
Maintenance team had been accepted.  The team anticipated being in Charfield week 
commencing 16th January 2023. 

 

  

12339/23   Planning Applications  

It was RESOLVED to comment upon the following planning applications -   
  

a) P22/06945/HH | Erection of single and two storey rear extension to form additional living 
accommodation.  Addition of pitched roof over existing flat roof garage | The Old Post Office, 
1 Station Road, Charfield, GL12 8SY | NO COMMENTS. 

 

  

b) P22/06289/F | Erection of 1 no. detached dwelling with associated works | Land at 24 
Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8TP | Revised proposals – Certificate B has been provided as 
the application affects land that is not solely in the applicant’s control (shared access path) | 
To reiterate previous comments. 

 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 20:05 due to the fire alarm.  The meeting resumed at 20:15.  
  

c) P22/07102/F | Erection of 1 no. detached dwelling with associated works (resubmission of 
planning permission P19/7667/F) | 18 Station Road, Charfield, GL12 8SY | NO COMMENTS 
but to remind the Planning Officer this application must be assessed against the adopted 
Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan which had not been in place when the original 
application had been submitted.   

 

  

d) P22/07067/HH | Erection of single storey side extension to form additional living 
accommodation with external access ramp | 27 Durham Road, Charfield, GL12 8TH | NO 
COMMENTS. 

 

  

e) P22/06962/F | Creation of new vehicular access on to Wotton Road (B4058), formation of 
new vehicular parking provision and associated landscaping works | Land at and north of 18, 
20 and 22 Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8TP | TO COMMENT – Charfield Parish Council 
was concerned the design did not facilitate a turning circle which would lead to the likelihood 
that vehicles would reverse out onto the public highway. 

 

  

12340/23   Planning Decisions  

The following planning decisions were noted -   
  

a. P22/05803/RVC | Variation of condition 8 attached to planning permission P20/16114/MW 
(Extraction of limestone with progressive restoration to lake), in order to allow, for a 
temporary period of two months, excavated materials to leave the site using the route 
illustrated by drawing no. W12-230922-SRJ only | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS 

 

  

b. P22/06770/TRE | Works to fell 2 no. Elm trees which are covered by SGTPO/39/14 dated 
04/02/2015 | The Willows, Poolfield Farm, Charfield, GL12 8HY | APPROVE WITH 
CONDITIONS. 

 

  

12341/23   Planning Enforcement  

COM/21/0158/OD – Pin Mill – The Clerk had emailed SGC on 5th January 2023 to request an 
update.  An automated response had been received advising the department was experiencing 
high levels of demand and staff shortages. 

 

  

The Parish Council noted a planning enforcement investigation at The Plough.  
  

12342/23   Reports of Meetings  

Nothing to report.  
  

12343/23   Charfield Burial Ground  

All in order.  The Parish Council noted that a camping chair had been left underneath the Oak 
structure.   

 

  

12344/23   Charfield Youth Project CIO  

It was confirmed that DBS checks were in place for two of the Youth Leaders.  The third 
assistant Youth Leader did have a DBS in place but for another organisation.  All the CIO 
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Trustees had current DBS checks.   The Youth Group was working and was very popular 
amongst the seniors.  Due to the ongoing illness of the CIO Chairperson another Trustee had 
stepped in to help with the continuity of the Youth Group, attending all the Tuesday Youth 
sessions.  The reason for the increase in the request for financial assistance for 2023-2024 was 
to be able to fund a third Youth Leader.  The triggering of the Hall fire alarm was noted (due to 
someone vaping in the kitchen).  The building had been evacuated and fire procedures followed, 
however when the headcount was done, only six youths had signed in when in fact there were 
more than that present.  Parish Councillors noted it was difficult to keep track of all the youths 
attending the sessions, however for the sake of health and safety it was emphasised these 
procedures needed to be tightened-up.   
  

12345/23   Charfield Village Hall & Playing Field CIO  
The previous minutes from November had been circulated – the next Trustees meeting would 
be held on 24th January 2023.  The Jubilee Clock was being remade and would be re-delivered.  
Cllr. Threlfall was asked to advise the Trustees that the play area hedge (at the top of Little 
Bristol Lane) needed to be trimmed back as it was overgrowing the public footpath. 

 
 
AT 

  

12346/23   Charfield Railway Station – Re-Opening  

See report from South Gloucestershire Councillor – minute 12337/23.  
  

12347/23   Climate, Ecology and Biodiversity  

Nothing further to report.  
  

12348/23   PROW’s  

The SGC Street Cleaning & Maintenance team would be walking the PROW’s and dealing with 
any overhanging vegetation.  They had also been asked to lay scalpings/gravel at kissing 
gates/stiles that were particularly muddy.  It was noted there appeared to be an increase in 
littering.  The Clerk was asked to gauge parishioners’ opinion about holding a village-wide litter 
pick with the possibility of booking the hall for refreshments.   

 
 
 
Clerk 

  

12349/23   Defibrillators  
Cllr. Threlfall proposed, Cllr. Rosher seconded and it was RESOLVED to install a community 
defibrillator at The Plough.  This would be a HeartSine Samaritan PAD 360P Fully Automated 
unit in an externally heated unlocked cabinet, suitably installed by a qualified electrician.  Cost 
would be £1,284 (excluding VAT) plus the cost of installation.  Permission had been sought and 
agreed with the owner of The Plough.  The unit would be registered with ‘The Circuit’.  All 
Agreed. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

Cllr. Parker proposed, Cllr. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to install a community 
defibrillator in Huntingford (on the external wall of a private dwelling). This would be a HeartSine 
Samaritan PAD 360P Fully Automated unit in an externally heated unlocked cabinet, suitably 
installed by a qualified electrician.  Cost would be £1,284 (excluding VAT) plus the cost of 
installation.  Permission had been sought and agreed with the resident.  The unit would be 
registered with ‘The Circuit’.  All Agreed.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

12350/23   Financial Matters  

a) Due to postal disruption, no new bank statements had been received in time to report to the 
meeting. 

 

  

b) The Receipts & Payments account as of 10th January 2023 was noted and virements 
agreed.   

 

  

c) The list of community grant applications was considered, and the following resolutions 
passed - 

 

  

i) Charfield Cricket Club - £4,800 for the purchase of new pitch covers – Proposed Cllr. 
Threlfall, seconded Cllr. Peaster.  All Agreed. 

 

  

ii) Friends of Charfield Primary School - £350 for the purchase of additional equipment for 
outdoor activities in forest school and allotment area – Cllr. Parker proposed, Cllr. 
Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED that the donation be increased to £500.  All 
Agreed. 

 

  



 

        10th January 2023     1826 

 

iii) Charfield Junior FC - £1,000 for the purchase of footballs, upgraded training equipment, 
new nets/goals, first aid kits, respect barriers, corner flags and whistles – Proposed Cllr. 
Threlfall, seconded Cllr. Peaster.  All Agreed. 

 

  

iv) Charfield Pre-School - £1,500 for the purchase of sensory equipment to help with 
learning and development, and blinds for the cabin – Proposed Cllr. Law, seconded Cllr. 
Threlfall.  All Agreed. 

 

  

v) Charfield Luncheon Club - £1,000 to further the aims of the Club to provide a monthly hot 
meal for older Charfield residents – Proposed Cllr. Rosher, seconded Cllr. Newns.  All 
Agreed. 

 

  

vi) 1st Woodend Scouts - £1,500 towards the refurbishment of the wooden floor at their HQ 
– Proposed Cllr. Parker, seconded Cllr. Law.  All Agreed. 

 

  

vii) Great Western Air Ambulance Charity - £1,500 towards the costs of one mission for the 
Critical Care team.  Cllr. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED 
that in view of the essential work of GWAA and the occasions the air ambulance had 
been called to Charfield, the donation would be increased to £3,000.  All Agreed. 

 

  

viii) Charfield AFC - £300 towards the cost of footballs – Proposed Cllr. Threlfall, seconded 
Cllr. Parker.  All Agreed. 

 

  

ix) Regarding the application by Charfield Womens Circle, the Clerk was asked to invite the 
group to the next meeting of the Parish Council to explain the aims of the group. 

Clerk 

  

d) Charfield Parish Council noted receipt of an email from the Trustees of the Village Hall CIO 
declining the offer of financial assistance for the forthcoming financial year.  However, the 
Parish Council would set aside an amount of £4,000 in earmarked reserves for 2023-2024 
as a contingency. 

 

  

e) Parish Councillors discussed Charfield Youth Project CIO’s request for financial assistance 
for the forthcoming year amounting of £20,000.  A copy of the CYP accounts to November 
2022 had been supplied which included hand-written calculations.  Cllrs. were concerned at 
the level of payroll administrative costs and the low level of alternative income (e.g tuck shop 
receipts).  Cllrs. were also concerned at reports of ASB that involved members of the senior 
group.  Cllrs. RESOLVED to defer any decision until the next meeting of the Parish Council.  
The Clerk was asked to request a more detailed set of accounts from the Trustees as well as 
a detailed breakdown of what the £20,000 would be spent on.  All Agreed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

f) Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the tender 
supplied by KLH Landscaping for the ground maintenance work/planting previously 
undertaken by CUGUC at a cost of £1,706 for 2023-2024.  This additional cost would be 
covered by the residual funds transferred to the Parish Council from CUGUC.  All Agreed. 

 

  

In accordance with Standing Order 3u, ALL AGREED to continue the meeting.  
  

g) After due consideration of the two tenders received for the grounds maintenance contract for 
2023-2025, Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr Law seconded, and it was RESOLVED to appoint 
KLH Landscaping.  All Agreed. 

 

  

h) The latest version of the draft budget and earmarked reserves for 2023-2024 was scrutinised 
by Parish Councillors.  The level of earmarked and operational reserves had been revised in 
line with anticipated projects/spending.  Each line of anticipated expenditure was scrutinised 
and agreed in line with resolutions passed at the meeting.  Charfield Parish Council agreed 
to increase the level of Operational Reserves for 2023-2024 to eleven months of anticipated 
expenditure in light of the Local Authority’s proposed 2023-2024 operational deficit of £29m+ 
and the possibility the Parish Council may need to take responsibility for activities currently 
undertaken by SGC.  Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Law seconded that the budget for 2023-
2024 (as revised at the meeting) be adopted.  All Agreed.  

 

  

i) Cllr. Threlfall proposed, Cllr. Parker seconded and it was RESOLVED the Section 41 
Notification be submitted to SGC requesting a Precept of £62,000 for 2023-24.  All Agreed.  
Parish Councillors noted the Precept had remained unchanged for the past five years. 
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12351/23   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts for payment – all verified.  

Payee 
Chq 
No. 

Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - Dec £1,310.00 £0.00 £1,310.00 

HMRC 3127 Tax & NI £260.99 £0.00 £260.99 

KLH Landscaping 3128 Extra Cut - Burial Ground £86.00 £0.00 £86.00 

KLH Landscaping 3128 Charfield Hill £480.00 £0.00 £480.00 

KLH Landscaping 3128 2nd Tranche Contract £1,042.50 £0.00 £1,042.50 

Ogi Networks 3129 Business Licences £130.80 £26.16 £156.96 

Charfield Village Hall 3130 Room Hire - Dec £18.75 £0.00 £18.75 

      £3,339.96 £26.16 £3,366.12 
 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED that above accounts be 
paid.  All Agreed.  Cllrs. Law and Rosher would sign the cheques.  

 

  

12352/23   Councillors Open Forum  

Should a visit to the GWAA facility be offered, Cllrs. would be happy to attend.  
  
 
 
 

This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 22:10 hrs. 
 
 

Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be 
held on Tuesday 14th February 2023 at 7:30pm in the Sportsman’s Lounge.   
 

 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         
 

 


