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Response to Planning Application P22/05778/R3F | Installation of 2 no. platform railway station 
with station forecourt (including cycle parking, us shelter and car parking), erection of pedestrian 
footbridge and accessible lifts, passenger waiting shelters, creation of car park off Station Road, 
with associated infrastructure and works to Station Road, Wotton Road and Little Bristol Lane. 

 
Charfield Parish Council Objects Overall to this planning application being Permitted.  The 
Parish Council has resolved to support in principle a new railway station in Charfield but remains 
opposed to the overflow car park and to the works at Station Road that support it.  It is the 
contention of the Parish Council that the station will provide some benefit to the residents of 
Charfield but that the harm of the additional infrastructure outweighs that benefit but also is 
unnecessary even according to the documents which accompany the planning application. 
 
Charfield Parish Council declared a Climate & Ecological Emergency back in May 2019, and in 
doing so committed to take full consideration of impacts on the climate and ecology in all our 
decisions as well as challenging actions and activities which are liable to increase carbon 
emissions in our community.  However, the potential for removing petrol and diesel powered car 
journeys while electric vehicle ownership is increasing has to be balanced with the congestion 
and pollution impact of additional vehicle journeys being encouraged into the area, and also of 
the stop/start/idling impacts of diesel locomotives serving, rather than passing through the 
village.  If this were a station for Charfield it would be a clear benefit in line with our Declaration, 
but this is designed to be a regional transport hub purporting to meet the demands of users from 
a wide area of South Gloucestershire and Gloucestershire.  Rather than providing sustainability, 
it presents a threat to the sustainability of our village. 
 
The proposal can neatly be divided in two - the railway station and the overflow car park and 
associated works.  Our Objection is focused on the latter, and calls into question its necessity. 
 
In the transport assessment 5.10 daily use is shown to be around a hundred commuters by 2030.  
In 5.3, 55% of those are presumed to be villagers and therefore likely (87%) to walk to the 
station.  21% are presumed to be from Wotton under Edge and would likely make use of a bus 
service or cycle if indeed a reliable and cohesive bus service is still in existence following the 
recent demise of rural bus services due to lack of funding from WECA and the Local Authority.  
Charfield Parish Council firmly believes that in order for a new station to be achieved, alternative 
modes of public transport must dovetail with train schedules in order to alleviate the predictable 
traffic congestion on Station Road/Wotton Road and deter station users from jumping in their 
cars in order to park and ride or simply to drop off/collect a passenger.     
 
There appears little call for the extensive works of the southern overflow car park and the 
widening of Station Road, and the Parish Council believes this part of the application is 
unjustified, expensive and intrusive to the long-standing community of Station Road, many of 
whose homes are hundreds of years old and some of which face directly onto the road. The 
harm caused to this community is not outweighed by the perceived benefit to the region.  The 
General Arrangement drawing details “Give Way” road markings at the entrance/exist of the 
proposed southern car park.  These “Give Way” markings strongly indicate there is a through-
route and that the access road is intended to be developed (at some stage) to accommodate 
additional housing expansion.  Additionally, proposed alterations to Little Bristol Lane to facilitate 
pick-up and drop-off areas do not incorporate double yellow lines.  If double yellow lines are 
proposed for Station Road to alleviate traffic congestion, then surely double yellow lines should 
be included on Little Bristol Lane which is a through-route for residents to access Woodlands 
Road and Manor Lane? 
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In addition to the historic domestic dwellings on Station Road, there is the issue of the Grade II 
Listed Isambard Kingdom Brunel buildings which this planning application simply proposes 
fencing off.  The historic importance of these buildings cannot and should not be ignored by 
South Gloucestershire Council when determining this application.  These Listed buildings form 
the only surviving intact group of buildings on the Bristol to Gloucester line which completed the 
Exeter to Newcastle route.  Furthermore, the existence of historic ‘coal drops’ within the 
application site should be protected. 
 
Moreover, there seems no clarity as to whether the use of either car park would be chargeable. 
Other new station car parks in South Gloucestershire have been made fee-payable, and if the 
proposed car parks are not free to use in perpetuity, then they may as well not exist at all - 
commuters will dump their vehicles in the local streets rather than pay and have to walk to the 
station. It seems that this risk has been largely ignored in the development of the station. If there 
is no increase in car travel to the station there is no need for the car park, but if there is, then the 
car park must be free to use if the outcome is not to be gridlock and a new system of residents’ 
parking permits and monitored parking restrictions.   
 
The Parish Council would support an application design which focused solely on the railway 
station. The land south of the station should be safeguarded - as was the station land itself for 
many years - in case demand proved the southern overflow carpark was necessary. As this 
application stands Charfield Parish Council opposes it and resolves to object to it being 
permitted. 
 
There are issues that need to be expanded upon if the application were to be permitted, and 
some of these issues also have material weight upon whether the application should be refused.  
 
The application lacks any real clarity as to the construction process, and where this impacts upon 
Station Road, the existing residents and their ability to access their homes. It seems unlikely that 
such an infrastructure upheaval could happen without preventing existing residents from driving 
to and from their homes and in some cases from parking at their homes, even if the underpass 
proposed to be stopped up to traffic were to remain in operation during this time. The General 
Arrangement drawing proposes double yellow lines (no waiting at any time) on both sides of 
Station Road between Wotton Road and the main station car park access – this proposal would 
impact greatly on the existing residents of Station Road.  This construction process would create 
a severe restriction on the ability of residents to commute to work or drive to retail, recreation or 
health facilities for a significant period. New development cannot be allowed to degrade the 
quality of life of existing residents to this degree.   
 
Furthermore, a detailed explanation of how emergency services including fire engines would 
access existing residences must be provided in order that the safety of residents and their 
property is assured throughout construction. Such vehicles cannot access Station Road via the 
underpass even if that remains in operation. Likewise, the ongoing businesses at the south of 
Station Road have no secondary goods vehicle access and would need clarity on how their 
operations might be impacted, degraded, and subsequently compensated including if the stables 
had an equine emergency. 
 
Returning to the station itself. Despite being in favour of a new station it brings troubles of its 
own. It is inevitable that there is short term noise during construction, and we do not refer to this 
apart from noting the Charfield Neighbourhood Plan section on CEMP. However, the noise from 
Public Address Systems and noise and vibration from stationary idling, decelerating and 
accelerating locomotives is likely to impact on nearby residences.  
 
The Noise Impact Appraisal notes that there is a potential major noise impact problem from the 
PA system in order to meet standards. We would argue that such standards are guidelines, and 
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visual displays with low level audio alerts could meet most requirements with a local audio station 
(i.e low volume) available for announcements for the deaf. Sound absorbing cladding must play a 
greater part in the design in order to prevent the spread of noise off site, and locomotives must 
not stand idling in the station for longer than is practically necessary to pick up and collect 
passengers, i.e perhaps five minutes maximum.  Furthermore, additional noise created by users 
of the station must be taken into account in what is a residential area – car doors 
opening/closing, car engines being started, general chatter etc. 
 
Light pollution is a problem for both humans and non-humans alike. The current site of the 
station is largely dark or dimly lit at night and is used as a migration corridor for mammals, bats, 
and birds. The philosophy of part night lighting and LED downlighter was trialled in Charfield 
before being rolled out across South Gloucestershire and the station and infrastructure must not 
adversely impact on that. Neither must motion sensitive lighting cause flicker annoyance to 
nearby residents accustomed to dark night skies. Gradual increases and decreases in luminance 
only must be designed into all lighting associated with the whole station construction. 
 
There will, until such time as the Midlands line is electrified, be a consequent increase in pollution 
from diesel engine exhaust emissions when starting and revving engines, and accelerating 
locomotives out of the station. Although this is a regular short duration pollution it will have a 
detectable impact on nearby air quality where clean country air has been the norm. Local air 
quality monitoring must be embedded into the operation of the station and a regular report be 
made available to the local authorities to show the level over time of respirable particulates and 
other compounds, with thresholds beyond which actions to prevent harm will be triggered. 
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