
CEMEX Wickwar Liaison Group 

November 24th, 2020 by Zoom 

Present 

Mark Rosher  Charfield PC 

John O’Neill  SGC 

Pat Trull  SGC and Wickwar PC 

Paula Evans  Charfield PC 

Birgit Galloway  Wickwar 

Robert Moreton Tortworth Estate 

Neil Higgs  SGC 

David Goodman Breedon 

Frank Hogg  Breedon 

Shaun Denny  Breedon 

Ian SouthcoQ  Consultant to Breedon 

1. Apologies. 

Apologies had been received from Simon Ford, Fen Marshall and Angie Carroll. 

2. Notes of the meeVng held on December 4th, 2019. 

These were accepted as a true record.  

3. MaQers Arising. 

NH enquired whether the resident referred to in item 4(b) was the gentleman who had 
expressed concerns about noise or vibraFon which he believed emanated from the quarry’s 
operaFons. It was confirmed that this was the person previously discussed. The gentleman 
concerned had aKended the meeFng at Charfield in October 2019 and the quarry open days. He 
seems now to accept that the quarry is not responsible for that which he was experiencing. It 
was also confirmed that neither the company, SGC or the PC had received any further 
communicaFon from him since October 2019. 



4. Change of Ownership – Update 

DG reported that the transiFon from CEMEX ownership had presented some challenges but that, 
in general, things were progressing well. The sites acquired by Breedon from CEMEX were being 
operated as Pinnacle at arm’s length from Breedon as directed by the CompeFFon and Markets 
Authority (CMA). In this situaFon DG described it as like starFng a new company. 110 sites had 
been transferred to Breedon of which 14 were disposed of to a third-party company in order to 
comply with the CMA assessment. It was hoped that the CMA would sign off the deal by the end 
of November with the intenFon that Pinnacle would be able to be rolled into Breedon during 
January. The acFviFes at Wickwar would now be operated as a single enFty as opposed to being 
in separate divisions as was the case under CEMEX. Frank Hogg was now designated as Works 
Manager with responsibility over all the site’s acFviFes.  

       5. Pinnacle Report. 

a) OperaVons. FH reported that generally the works was busy although the pandemic and the 
transiFon had created some ups and downs. Aggregates were performing well, coated less 
so. Concrete products had been variable. However, as construcFon had been able to 
conFnue through the crisis, generally the situaFon was posiFve. 

b) Complaints and Response. There had been no complaints recorded by the quarry and NH 
had not received any. MR reported that there had been considerable reacFon on social 
media from the community about the blast that took place on November 18th at about 2.30 
pm. FH confirmed that a blast had taken place on that day. He said it was not unusual but 
that it was a very windy day with the wind blowing from the west and the blast facing the 
west. The ground monitoring had not been triggered and he could only conclude that the 
meteorological condiFons contributed to the percepFon of something unusual. MR was 
concerned about any repeFFon and FH responded that the weather was the variable factor 
in this case.  

c) Compliance. FH reported that only 42 of the 60 occasions had been used as we approached 
the year end and this reflected the lower level of coated acFvity.  

d) Throughput ReporVng. This had been reported to SGC to the authority’s saFsfacFon but was 
generally below expectaFon due to the pandemic and reorganisaFon.  

e) Biodiversity. DG reported that the restoraFon had been completed prior to CEMEX divesFng 
the site. It was impressive and when the group were again able to visit site, it would be 
worth seeing. 

f) Southwood Farm. FH reported that an interpretaFon board was now in place. PT asked if the 
property was in a dangerous state and was there security to keep out unwanted visitors. FH 
replied that windows had been boarded up and there was security at the weekends. BG was 
interested in the longer term plans. DG noted that CEMEX had looked at various opFons but 



that Breedon had not yet had the opportunity to consider how things might progress and in 
what direcFon. 

6. Planning Update.  

SD explained that the applicaFon had been submiKed about six weeks ago. He had had liKle 
feedback from SGC thus far but had noted some of the comments on the SGC website and was 
preparing responses to any concerns raised.  

MR confirmed that Charfield PC had objected principally because of the proximity to Churchend 
and possible new developments. He cited the November 18th blast as an example of the 
concerns of the PC. JON asked NH if this blast had aKracted any complaints to SGC and NH 
confirmed that it had not.  

A discussion ensued on why residents might complain using social media but not follow it up 
through the proper channels. BG felt the system made it too difficult to register a complaint. PE 
used the ‘report it’ funcFon and this worked well. DG noted that the company would always 
welcome complaints direct to the quarry and had a track record of responding to such direct 
complaints. NH noted that SGC were looking at enhancing their digital reporFng systems. 

7. Community Projects. 

PT asked what the posiFon was now the new owners were in place. DG felt that it was early days 
but he was confident that Breedon were keen to be good neighbours and to commit to the 
community. PT asked that an applicaFon to support the purchase of new fire panel at the 
community centre/school be considered. 

JON put forward the case for supporFng St James Church, Churchend parFcularly due to its 
proximity to the extension. This had been discussed previously with CEMEX but had stalled on 
the transiFon. Again, DG noted that it was early days but obviously a posiFon on such local 
support would be clarified.  



PE confirmed that the donaFons to the luncheon club and PA system had been received from 
CEMEX.  

5. Any Other Business. 

There were no other maKers raised. 

6. Date of the Next MeeVng. 

The date of the next meeFng was scheduled as March 2nd but could be flexible with regard to 
progress on the planning applicaFon and the transiFon. 


