
Charfield Parish Council 
Clerk’s Notes of Breedon Liaison Meeting – Tuesday 6th September 2022 
 

Operations – The quarry is pretty much working to a reduced budget this year.  Sales have been 
moving upwards in both coated and aggregates.  Still working in the northern extension, south of 
the land, but it is becoming more and more difficult to extract due to the depth and narrowness of 
the seam.  Operationally, they are looking forward to the new extension coming on-line.   
 

During the recent archaeological site visit, several residents asked about the operations and 
whether Breedon were exceeding their takeout, as there had been more frequent blasting that 
usual.  It was explained that due to the difficulty of extraction there had been more blasts, but they 
had been smaller in size.  It was also confirmed that no additional vehicles had been leaving the 
site – more blasts but the same amount being extracted.  In total, extraction was well below what it 
should be because of the challenging aspects of extractions.  The church is also being regularly 
monitored to ensure no excessive vibrations 
 

Complaints – none received. 
 

Compliance – nothing to report – 26 occasions, 7 of which had been Sundays – way down on 
permitted levels. 
 

Throughput – currently about 70% of permitted production levels. 
 

Biodiversity – nothing further to report.  Breedon is preparing for the new extension and have 
implemented the Great Crested Newt License – no sign of any newts whatsoever had been found.  
When the stripping starts, and ecological officer would be present to ensure compliance.  It was 
noted during the recent archaeological visit that the level of earth was surprisingly shallow. 
 

Southwood Farm – nothing further to report.  Breedon’s plans for the farm would be discussed at 
the next meeting of the liaison group.  It was established the Farm was not a listed building. 
 

New Extension Tunnel – A Section 278 agreement was needed.  This was currently going through 
lawyers, which was proving to be a slow process.  Once agreed, Breedon can start planning the 
construction process.  They are currently in discussions with a landscaper.  The footpath diversion 
had been agreed with SGC in principle and dealt wit under S.275 of the Town & Country Planning 
Act.  Earthmoving will start next week (stripping exercise).  This would be noisy but should be no 
more than the current quarry plant.  Work would start no earlier than 08:00 hrs and finish and 18:00 
hrs.  Stripping operations have a different noise assessment criteria but obviously if residents had 
any issues they should get in touch with the site.  Breedon would provide Charfield PC with a 
couple of paragraphs to disseminate to the community.  The recent archaeological walk around the 
site had been very interesting and very well received by residents. 
 

Community Projects – Tortworth Church was seeking a small donation of £350 to improve disabled 
access – this was being considered at the moment; The Keepers in Wotton had approached 
Breedon to help with access to their building.   
 

Any Other Business 
 

• There was a query whether the proposed ‘greenway’ from the quarry to Wickwar was going 
ahead.  This has been mentioned quite a while ago before Breedon purchased Cemex.  More 
details would be brought to the next meeting. 
 

• Some portacabins would be brought in during the tunnel construction but would be located 
within the farmyard footprint.  The contractors would probably have their own security 
arrangements. 

 

• There was mention of a hydroelectric scheme – it was confirmed this was a long-term 
aspiration of the Tortworth estate and something that was being discussed and developed. 

 

 The date of the next liaison group meeting would be arranged for February 2023.  
 

Paula Evans 
Clerk, Charfield Parish Council 
 


