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Charfield Parish Council 
ORDINARY MEETING 

 

Date: Tuesday, 6th September 2022 

Time: 7.30pm 

Location: Sportsman’s Lounge, Charfield Village Hall 

 

Distribution: 
 

Cllr. M. Rosher (Chairman) 

Cllr. S. Ashe (Vice Chairman) 

Cllr. J. Ashe 

Cllr. W. Glasgow 

Cllr. J. Law 

Cllr. N. Newns 

Cllr. T. Parker 

Cllr. P. Peaster 

Cllr. A. Threlfall 

Parish Council Website 
 

Contents: 

Agenda Reports 

Clerk’s Report 

Finance Report 
 

• This report contains information available to the Clerk and is 
presented to Cllrs. to aid the decision-making process. 

 

• Members of the public attending the meeting may address Parish 
Councillors during the Public Participation section of the meeting 
(agenda item 3).  After Public Participation has finished, 
members of the public will only be allowed to speak if invited to 
do so by the Chairman. 

 

• Should an item of business become ‘confidential’ or ‘exempt’, 
members of the public and press shall be excluded from the 
meeting room. 

 

• If a member of the public or press intends to film or audio record 
this meeting, please contact the Clerk beforehand so that all 
necessary arrangements can be made. 

 

 

Report Issued: 5th September 2022 

Report Updated: 6th September 2022 

Amendments: Finance Report – Page 8 
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Item  

1.  Apologies for Absence – to RESOLVE acceptance of reasons for absence 

 At the time of preparation of this Pack, apologies had been received from Cllrs. Law, J. Ashe and 
S. Ashe.  Cllr. O’Neill has sent apologies – as the meeting is one week earlier, Cllr. O’Neill has a 
prior meeting to attend. 

2.  Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda 

 Cllrs. to declare any interest (disclosable pecuniary or other non-pecuniary interest) in any items 
on the agenda. 

3.  Public Participation 

 Members of the public present to address the Parish Council. 

4.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 Cllrs. to RESOLVE to approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 12th August 2022 
following review of accuracy and content. 

5.  Report from Cllr John O’Neill, SGC Representative 

 Cllr O’Neill provided the following written report -  

 Cllr. O’Neill had circulated some information from the SGC Officer (Strategic Head – School Place 
Planning, Education, Learning and Skills) regarding the educational capacity within Charfield (and 
immediate surrounding area) in connection with the Bloor Homes planning application for 250 new 
dwellings.  This information stated the Bloor development could potentially generate an additional 
81 primary school-age children and 42 secondary school-age children and stated “Charfield 
Primary School is not sufficient to accommodate additional children yielded by new house 
development”.  In essence, this planning application is unsustainable without further education 
provision, and Turley (the planning agent) was very much aware of this.  Cllr. O’Neill had also 
circulated comments from National Highways who has asked the developers to pause any further 
work whilst they carry out modelling exercises on J14 of the M5.  This suggests that the Bloor 
application is unsustainable at this time.  If National Highways does carry out a mitigation strategy 
to J14, and CEG decides to start and a school is delivered, that is a different scenario.  The issue 
is the ‘here and now’ – there are no school places so it was difficult to see how this application 
could be approved until after the new 3FE school is in place. 

 Cllr. O’Neill had spoken with the SGC Station Project Officer and asked about the Park Farm 
parking option.  They said they had looked at it but were unable to comment at this time.  They did 
confirm that the planning application was at an advanced stage and would require submitting with 
the Hill House Farm option to ensure that the actual station could be delivered working with 
Network Rail.  The Station application is anticipated to be submitted week commencing 12th 
September, but then requires validating by the SGC Planning Department. 

6.  Clerk’s Report 

 Data Protection – Cllrs. may be aware of potential changes to UK data protection legislation.  
Central Government ran a national consultation and the responses to that consultation were 
published in July 2022 with the ‘Data Reform Bill’ being put before Parliament in August 2022.  As 
yet, there are no guarantees over when, or if the Bill would make it through Parliament.  The Data 
Report Bill has been drafted to keep up with new technological developments.  There is no 
requirement for the Parish Council to do anything yet, simply keep abreast of what changes may 
be needed if the Bill becomes UK law.  

 Superfast Broadband – The Parish Council was contacted by Gigaclear (the contractor appointed 
to install a new broadband cabinet to enable superfast broadband) to establish ownership of the 
verge along Little Bristol Lane.  Gigaclear advised they were looking at a location on the verge just 
past the vehicular access to the playing field, adjacent to the skateboard area.  The Clerk advised 
Gigaclear that the entire length of verge in that vicinity was due to be re-aligned as part of 
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SGC/WECA’s plans to re-open the railway station, and therefore they might need to consider an 
alternative location.   

 Section 52 Agreement – The Clerk was contacted by a resident regarding a S.52 Agreement that 
had been attached to a parcel of land.  The Clerk researched the matter, and it would appear that 
S.52 Agreements were superseded by Section 106 agreements in 1990.  As Cllrs. will know, a 
S.106 Agreement is an agreement between a developer and a Local Planning Authority about 
measures that the developer must take to reduce their impact on the community.  A S.106 
Agreement is designed to make a development possible, that would otherwise not be possible, by 
obtaining concessions and contributions from the developer.  A S.52 Agreement entered into 
before October 1991, or a S.106 Agreement entered into before that date can only be discharged 
or modified by a) an application pursuant to S.84 of the Law of Property Act 1925 or; b) by 
agreement between the parties or; c) by legislation.  It would appear the resident had moved into 
the property in 2021 and had not been advised on the S.52 Agreement attached to the land.  The 
Clerk provided the resident with the above information and suggested they contact SGC or their 
conveyancing solicitor. 

 Fatal Incident – June 2022 – The Parish Council was contacted by Avon & Somerset Police 
requesting information for completion of their Community Impact Assessment report.  The Clerk 
sought advice from Parish Councillors and Cllr. O’Neill and the following comment was sent – 
“There does not appear to be any heightened tensions in the village more a sense of disbelief that 
this could happen in Charfield.  The community have rallied to support the family where they can”. 

 CUGUC – An extraordinary AGM was held on 1st September 2022 to discuss the future of the 
group.  Unfortunately, although there are sufficient volunteers to undertake the work around the 
parish, the membership of the committee is dwindling.  The outcome of the meeting was that the 
group would run for another two months to try and encourage committee membership.  After that 
time if the situation had not rectified, the group would fold.  The Clerk had communicated with the 
committee that, should that happen, then the PC would look to take on and continue the work 
undertaken by CUGUC – maintenance of the banks at Charfield Hill, the planters and specific 
verges. 

7.  Planning Applications - the following applications have been received.  Cllrs. to consider and 
RESOLVE any comments.  

 a. P22/03763/HH | Demolition of existing garage and erection of a two-storey side extension to 
form garages and annexe | 1 Underhill Road, Charfield, GL12 8TQ. 

 b. P22/03976/RVC | Variation of condition 8 attached to permission P22/00626/HH to amend 
the approved plans.  Erection of single storey front extension to form additional living 
accommodation and front porch | The Willows, Poolfield Farm Lane, Charfield, GL12 8HY. 

 c. P22/04260/O | Erection of up to 250 no. dwellings (Outline) and associated infrastructure 
with access to be determined, all other matters reserved | Land at Wotton Road, Charfield, 
GL12 8TF. 

 d. P22/04533/F | Erection of a single storey extension to form an additional playroom | Charfield 
Pre-School, Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8TG. 

 e. P22/05069/F | Siting of 50 no. shipping containers with other associated works to facilitate 
change of use of land and 2 no. existing buildings from HGV and waste metal storage facility 
to battery testing facility (sui generis) as defined in Town & Country Planning (Use Classes) 
Order 1987 (as amended) | Land at Cromhall Quarry, Bristol Road, GL12 8AA. 

8.  Planning Decisions – to note the following planning decisions. 

 a. P22/02116/ADV | Display of 2 no. internally illuminated fascia signs; 2 no. non-illuminated 
fascia signs; 1 no. double sided internally illuminated (logo only) totem signs; 5 no. non-
illuminated post-mounted signs; 4 no. wall-mounted directional signs; 3 no. wall-mounted 
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banner frames | The Old Station, Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8SR | APPROVE WITH 
CONDITIONS. 

 b. P22/02840/HH | Erection of two storey side and single storey rear and front extensions to 
form additional living accommodation, and erection of first floor front extension to link to 
garage | 10 Newtown, Charfield, GL12 8TF | REFUSAL. 

 c. P22/03634/HH | Demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of rear garden room | 
50 Farm Lees, Charfield, GL12 8JA | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 d. P22/03725/TRE | Works to crown lift 1 no. Common Beach tree over the car park to create a 
clearance height of up to 4m.  Tree covered by SGTPO 18/14 and dated 08/05/2014 | 
APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

9.  Planning Enforcement 

 COM/21/0158/OD – Pin Mill – Nothing further to report. 

 The Clerk was contacted by a resident regarding some failed trees at the rear of the Bellway 
development.  Apparently, these trees had been reported prior to the handover from the developer 
to the management company.  Bellway would be replacing the trees over the winter months. 

 Kirona 312599 Underhill Rd – The Clerk had been advised that the resident would be written to 
again and asked to desist driving across the verge and public footpath. 

10.  Reports of Meetings 

 Cllrs. to advise of any meetings attended on behalf of Charfield Parish Council. 

11.  Charfield Burial Ground 

 

 

The newly refurbished Wishing Well has now been completed – grateful 
thanks to Mr. Coggins for his excellent craftsmanship.  The Well had been 
refurbished using English Oak and shingles to compliment the Oak 
Shelter and will weather in with time.  The stone wall underneath the well 
needs to be re-faced – the Clerk has spoken with KLH Landscaping to 
ask for a quote to do this work. 

The Clerk had also met with KLH regarding works to the adjoining wall 
with St. James churchyard.  The wall is deteriorating further and there 
are now two places of collapse.  It would be possible to effect remedial 
works to the land on the Parish Council’s side of the wall without affecting 
the Listed wall in order to facilitate use of the 15 unused ashes plots.   

 The proposed works include – removal of the dead Hawthorn tree, crown lifting of the remaining 
Hawthorn trees, gentle removal of ivy and Periwinkle from the wall.  Please see page 6 for details 
of the work.  The Clerk has also emailed SGC again to check on the progress to determine who 
is responsible for the repairs to the wall. 

 The Clerk has also emailed Grimes & Goscombe to advise of the Clerk’s forthcoming holiday.   

12.  Charfield Youth Project CIO 

 Verbal report to be provided by CIO Trustees. 

13.  Charfield Village Hall & Playing Field CIO 

 Verbal report to be provided by the Parish Council’s Representative on the Hall CIO. 

14.  Charfield Railway Station – Re-Opening 

 The Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting took place on Friday 12th August 2022 with over 150 
residents attending for the public participation session.  There was lively and extensive 
participation with opinions expressed both for and against the station.  All residents present at the 
meeting left immediately after public participation and did not witness the Parish Councillors 
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deliberations with regard to the new resolution.  A number of communications had been received 
via the PC website querying the outcome of the new resolution and how Cllrs. came to that 
decision.   

 As advised by Cllr. O’Neill, the application is anticipated to be submitted on 12th September.   

 Information contained in the Business Case document and mentioned at the Extraordinary 
Meeting suggested an average property uplift of £8,685 per property should the station be re-
opened.  The Clerk had sought advice as to whether this would constitute a disclosable pecuniary 
interest for Parish Councillors.  That advice suggests that Cllrs. should consider their own position 
taking all factors into consideration.  Obviously, if all Parish Councillors declared a pecuniary 
interest in the application the meeting would become inquorate, and the application could not be 
considered unless Cllrs. applied for a dispensation.  This would be an extreme situation, but 
nonetheless Cllrs. should be made aware. 

15.  Climate, Ecology and Biodiversity 

 To discuss any matters relating to Charfield. 

16.  PROW’s 

 Nothing further to report. 

17.  Village Gateway Signs 

 Nothing further to report. 

18.  2022 Civil Act of Remembrance – Sunday 13th November 2022 

 a. The Clerk has prepared the Road Closure application for the Civil Act of Remembrance.  
Obviously, with the new Barratt housing coming online there are a considerable number of 
residents to advise of the closure – 114 houses in total as opposed to the 30 before the Bellway 
and Barratt developments.  How does the Parish Council wish to deliver these notifications – 
by hand or by post?  Postage only = £77.62; Prepaid Envelopes = £88.92. 

 b. Over the course of the summer, the Clerk has had lengthy telephone and email conversations 
with the War Memorial Trust (WMT) regarding plans for the steam cleaning of the Memorial.  
The Clerk supplied WMT with photographs of the Memorial taken in July 2022, and WMT 
confirmed that although the Memorial was in need of cleaning, it looked structurally sound and 
in good order.  These conversations culminated in the submission of a pre-application grant 
request to the WMT in August 2022 of less than £5,000.  WMT has confirmed they would be 
happy to proceed with the grant request but would require that two quotes be submitted.  WMT 
also stated they would need a more detailed quote from IMI to include the exact m2 of 
repointing on the back wall and a fixed figure for the re-blacking of the names.  Their next 
round of grant applications opens in late September; therefore, the Clerk would like to be in a 
position to submit the relevant forms in early October. 

 c. In connection with the WMT grant, the Clerk contacted a specialist company called the War 
Memorial Conservation Company based in Cardiff.  This company is on the WMT specialists 
list, but the WMT in no way endorses any cleaning company.  The War Memorial Conservation 
Company has responded and would be happy to visit the Memorial and provide a detailed 
report at a cost of £350 (plus VAT) for a report.  A free desktop report would take approximately 
6 weeks to produce.  Your RESOLUTION is required. 

 d. In readiness for the Act of Remembrance, it would be a good idea to make sure the Memorial 
is swept and tidy.  The Clerk would suggest this is done on either the Friday or the Saturday 
before.  Volunteers required. 

19.  Financial Matters 

 See pages 8 – 9. 
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20.  Accounts for Payment for August & September 2022 

 The following invoices are presented for payment.  They have been verified by the Clerk as 
accurate and due for payment –  
 

 Mrs. P. Evans    Clerk’s Salary - August (as per SO)  £863.21 
Mrs. P. Evans    Clerk’s Salary – Sept (as per SO)  £863.21 
Mrs. P. Evans    Salary Diff (by cheque – o/time + b/dated) £1,184.89 
HMRC     Tax & NI (Aug & Sept)   TBA 
South Gloucestershire Council Localism Service Charges   £536.55 
Mrs. P. Evans    Clerk’s Expenses – Printing   £269.00 
ICO     Data Protection Renewal Fee   £35.00 
Ogi Networks    Business Licences    £139.86 
PKF Littlejohn    2021-2022 External Audit Fee  £400.00 
Charfield Village Hall   Room Hire – 12 July 2022   £11.25 

  

21.  Parish Councillor’s Open Forum 

 Cllrs opportunity to bring matters to the meeting’s attention – no formal decisions/resolutions can 
be made. 

  



CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

AGENDA PACK 
Including - Agenda, Clerk’s, Finance Report & Accounts for Payment 

 

Page 7 of 9 

 

 
Agenda Item 11 - Burial Ground – Works to adjoining wall 
 
 
 

  
 
1. Removal of dead Hawthorn tree from base of the wall. 

 
2. Crown lift Hawthorn tree and remove ivy from trunk. 

 
3. Crown lift Hawthorn tree. 

 
4. Gentle Remove ivy/Periwinkle from the wall. 

 
5. Remove vegetation from stones and stack to one side ready for use when approval is 

given by SGC for the rebuilding of the wall.  Level the ground to facilitate use of the 
currently unusable 15 ashes plots. 

 
6. Gentle removal of ivy from the wall and crown lift Hawthorn tree. 
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Agenda Item 19a – Current Bank Statements 

Presented to Full Council Meeting on 
 6th September 2022 

Balances 
 

a) The Clerk can report the following balances on as of 1st August and 5th August 2022: 
 

Current Account   £       500.00 (Statement No. 456 dated 1st Aug 2022) 
Business Reserve (1)  £  14,417.85 (Statement No. 246 dated 5th Aug 2022) 
Business Reserve (2)  £259,221.70 (Statement No. 351 dated 5th Aug 2022) 

 

Total Balance   £274,139.55  
 

Parish Councillors to note the current bank statements as follows -  
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
The Chairman and Clerk signed the Financial Report to confirm the above balances. 

 

Signed – Chairman:  Date:  

Signed – Clerk & RFO  Date:  
 

 

b) The Receipts & Payments Account as of 6th September 2022 is attached (page 9).  This 
spreadsheet reflects all payments received and accounts for payment presented under 
agenda item 20. 

 

c) The donation of £1,500 towards the cost of supporting the defibrillator package for a 
further four years had been received into the bank account. 
 

d) Under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, SAAA is responsible for 
appointing external auditors to all applicable opted-in smaller authorities, for setting the 
terms of appointment for limited assurance reviews and for managing the contracts with 
the appointed audit firms.  Currently Charfield Parish Council is externally audited by 
PKF Littlejohn LLP, and for the previous term it had been Mazars LLP.  The next 5-year 
appointing period runs from 2022-23 until 2026-27.  All authorities must be given the 
option to opt-out of the central procurement and appointment scheme and appoint their 
own external auditor for the next 5-year period.  Finding an external auditor is an onerous 
task and could prove more expensive than if the Parish Council remained opted-in.  The 
Clerk would therefore recommend to the Parish Council that the status quo be 
maintained.  Your RESOLUTION is required to remain opted-in to the SAAA scheme for 
external audit. 

 

e) PKF Littlejohn has completed the external audit of Charfield Parish Council’s Annual 
Return for 2021-22 and found no matters to report.  The relevant report and Notice of 
Conclusion of Audit has been posted to the website. 

 

f) The HMRC 2021-2022 VAT refund of £13,127.57 was received into the bank account 
on 8th July 2022. 
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Agenda Item 19b - Receipts & Payments Account 
 

 
 
 

Advisory Notes

Receipts

Precept 62,000 31,000 31,000

Interest 20 58 0

Rent - The Pound 35 0 35

Burial Fees 1,500 625 875

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 0 92,500 0

VAT Refund 14,400 0 14,400

Total 77,955 124,182 46,310

Payments

Administration 1,500 775 725

Audit Fee/Accountancy 550 400 150

Burial Ground 6,000 918 5,083

Chairman's Expenses 150 0 150

Clerk's Salary/PAYE 16,750 9,480 7,270

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 6,500 5,800 700

Courses/Subscriptions 1,750 1,198 552

Dog Waste Bins 525 262 263

Election Expenses 0 0 0

Grants/Donations (s.137) 6,500 4,828 1,672

Insurance Premium 1,300 876 424

Memorial Hall 8,000 4,000 4,000

Office Equipment 400 0 400

Open Spaces (PC Contractor) 500 125 375

Open Spaces (South Glos) 1,625 812 813

Other Items 2,000 1,261 739

Professional/Legal Fees 750 750 0

Repairs & Renewals Contingency 2,000 0 2,000

Room Hire 260 164 96

Section 111 2,500 269 2,231

Stationery 400 27 373

Telephone/Post 500 236 264

Travel Expenses 200 44 156

Youth Group 16,347 8,174 8,174

Total 77,007 40,398 36,609

Earmarked Reserves FY 2022/2023 Transferred

Allotments 2,500 2,500

Burial Ground 9,495 9,495

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 151,627 151,627 Inc. 2022-2023 receipt

Communications Budget 1,500 1,500

Election Expenses 3,250 3,250

Neighbourhood Plan 564 564

Public Inquiries 6,000 6,000

Professional/Legal Expenses 2,750 750 2,000 Minute 12168/22

Youth Group 1,489 1,489

Operational Reserves 46,500 2,500 44,000 £2,500 transferred to new cat. S.111

225,675 3,250 222,425

Receipts/  

Payments as 

at 06/09/2022

Description

Budget for 

Year 

2022/2023

Budget 

Remaining 

to

 31/03/2023


