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Introduction 
The answers to the questions below are provided by South Gloucestershire Council to 

help inform the Charfield Parish Council meeting on 12 August 2022. The questions were 

publicised by the parish council on their website: 

https://charfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/about/charfield-railway-station/ 

 

With the application likely any time now, when are the results of 
the public consultation which closed in January 2022 to be made 
available? 
The results of the public consultation were recently made public. The consultation analysis 

report can be found on the project’s website www.southglos.gov.uk/charfieldstation.  

The project team will respond to the main issues raised through the consultation and these 

responses will form part of the planning application. The planning application for the station 

is expected to be submitted to the Local Planning Authority later in the summer. 

 

Will the proposed car park be chargeable, and if so how will on 
street car parking be impacted by overflow parking by out-of-
village rail users? 
No decision has been made on parking charges at the station at this stage, as this issue is 

tied to future operating agreements with the future station operator. We recognise that free 

parking may help to maximise use of the car park, and this will be carefully considered, 

https://charfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/about/charfield-railway-station/
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/charfieldstation


together with the consideration of operating costs, as part of making a final decision on 

parking charges. 

The consultation document sets out the proposed car parking provision, including accessible 

bays and electric vehicle charging bays, across two parking areas – the station forecourt 

and a car park to the south of Station Road. Cycle parking is also being provided to 

encourage station users to arrive by means other than the private car. 

The new station will serve a catchment area wider than the village of Charfield, including 

Wotton-under-Edge, Kingswood and other settlements. The council recognises that some 

people will travel to the station by car so adequate parking provision is needed to meet this 

demand. 

Providing car parking in a convenient location is essential to encourage use of the station 

and the car park itself. It is also about reducing the level of on-street parking which impacts 

on local residents and businesses. The car park to the south of Station Road has been 

assessed as the best and nearest location for additional parking and is approximately 250 

metres, or a three-minute walk, away from the station.  

The proposed level of parking has been based on modelling which has forecasted how many 

spaces will be needed. Enough parking is proposed to prevent the need for station users to 

park on neighbouring streets. Proposals for the southern car park provide an option for 

expansion in the future to meet increased demand if needed. 

 

Will the widening of Station Road for access to the new car park 
enable new development in the fields beyond? 
The widening of Station Road and associated footways is required to ensure safe vehicular 

and pedestrian access to the station and car park areas. 

It is the responsibility of the Local Planning Authority (not the station project team) to 

determine if additional development in Charfield will, or will not, be permitted. We cannot 

pre-empt any regional or local spatial strategies that would guide development in the future, 

nor can we pre-empt the outcome of any planning applications - which would be considered 

on their own merits by the Local Planning Authority through their statutory processes. 

 

Is the station project dependent upon financial contributions 
from new housing development? 
The project is funded by the West of England Combined Authority through their recent City 

Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) from central government. However, if 

housing or employment development is permitted in the area, then South Gloucestershire 

Council would seek contributions from third parties benefitting from scheme delivery – in 

order to reduce the burden on the public purse.   

For example, the new draft Stroud Local Plan includes an employment site allocation (site 

PS47) adjacent to the Renishaw New Mills site. South Gloucestershire Council has 

requested that the site (if delivered) contributes to the station, the potential Wotton-Charfield-



Kingswood Greenway (a walking and cycling route connecting the settlements) and local 

bus services. Wording to this effect has been included in the new draft Stroud Local Plan1. 

The Outline Business Case2 for the station, submitted to the West of England Combined 

Authority in September 2021 and approved by its Joint Committee in December 2021, sets 

out the above position to the Combined Authority as project funder. The council has outlined 

to the Combined Authority that no third-party funding has been secured to date, but that we 

would seek third party contributions (developer or other) when and where opportunities 

arise. 

 

Will out-of-village users add to the existing congestion on the 
main B4058 Wotton Road? 
As acknowledged in the Charfield Neighbourhood Plan, there is currently ‘through traffic’ on 

the Wotton Road, as Charfield is located between a motorway junction (M5 J14) and Wotton-

under-Edge (and neighbouring settlements) and the major employment site at Renishaw 

New Mills. South Gloucestershire Council also recognises this as being a problem and see 

the station as the most realistic and viable solution to reducing car dependency in the area 

– intercepting car journeys from those living and working in surrounding settlements at a 

relatively early point in their journey as well as reducing the number of car journeys created 

by Charfield residents – which also impacts on Wotton Road. 

Charfield and the surrounding area is not currently well-served by public transport, with bus 

services often struggling to be commercially viable in rural areas. Coupled with this, car 

ownership is high and there is a significant amount of out-commuting from the area to access 

work. This means local residents rely heavily on private car use for travel, which in turn 

contributes to traffic on Wotton Road. 

A new station would offer an alternative to the private car and help reduce overall car 

journeys whilst adding resilience to the transport network. An annual reduction of one million 

vehicle kilometres is forecasted if the station were to re-open. 

A Transport Assessment (TA) to support the planning application is currently being 

prepared. The TA is a detailed technical document which will examine all relevant aspects 

of traffic and transport associated with a proposed development (in this case, the station).  

The TA will forecast the impacts of the station proposals on traffic flows in the area. 

The TA and other required documentation and drawings will be carefully examined by 

independent officers from within the council’s Local Planning Authority. 

The station would provide improved links to major centres of employment in the region 

including Bristol North Fringe, Bristol City Centre, Gloucester and Yate, as well as onward 

connections (from Bristol Parkway) to London, Reading, Swindon and South Wales. 

For journeys to further and higher education, the station would provide excellent links to 

SGS College WISE campus (adjacent to Bristol Parkway) and the University of the West of 

 
1 See pages 204 and 206 of draft new Stroud Local Plan (2021) 
2 See page 51 of the Charfield Station Outline Business Case (2021) 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/info/Pre_sub.pdf
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Charfield-Station-OBC-Oct-21-1.pdf


England (adjacent to Filton Abbey Wood) providing access to a range of opportunities for 

students. 

The recent £95m funding announcement3 of further regeneration of the Temple Quarter area 

adjacent to Bristol Temple Meads station will result in 22,000 jobs created and a new 

campus for the University of Bristol. 

All of the above employment and education opportunities, as well as significant leisure and 

cultural opportunities, would be within a short train ride from Charfield were the station to be 

delivered. 

Recent housing development in Charfield and the permitted expansion of the Renishaw New 

Mills site, plus a potential new employment site adjacent to Renishaw further increases the 

need for improved sustainable travel connections locally. 

The inclusion of a bus stop in the forecourt area is intended to enable access for buses, 

which the introduction of a new station may help to become more viable in the future. It also 

provides the opportunity for minibus services to connect to major employers in the area. 

The council will continue to support the Wotton Charfield Kingswood Greenway proposals 

led by a local group of representatives and supported by the local planning and highway 

authorities (South Gloucestershire Council, Stroud District Council and Gloucestershire 

County Council). 

Re-opening the station will support the council’s Climate Change Strategy vision for “A 

climate resilient South Gloucestershire with a thriving low carbon economy and lifestyle 

reflected in our travel, homes and communities”. It will also help achieve the council’s 

objective to deliver a more resilient transport network and help meet its carbon neutral target. 

 

Will the Station Road/New Street/Garage/Co-op junction with 
the Wotton Road be even more hazardous with additional 
commuter traffic? 
We do not consider that the proposed station will make this junction unsafe. A Road Safety 

Audit (RSA) is being conducted and a report on it will accompany the planning application. 

RSAs are undertaken at several stages during a scheme’s design process. They are carried 

out by road safety experts who are independent of the scheme they are auditing – they 

examine schemes carefully and raise any issues that might have an impact on road safety, 

and they can suggest improvements if needed. The RSA process is being followed by the 

project team to ensure that the scheme operates as safely as possible. 

The Local Planning Authority will consider the RSA as part of their determination of the 

planning application, together with the Transport Assessment. We recognise that some 

people will travel to the station by car, especially from further afield in the catchment area. 

Therefore, to complement the station we are proposing local highway improvements to 

ensure future rail users can access the station as safely as possible. The proposed 

improvements include:  

 
3 £95 million boost to transform Bristol Temple Quarter – Bristol Temple Quarter Enterprise Zone 

https://www.bristoltemplequarter.com/95-million-boost-to-transform-bristol-temple-quarter/


• Wotton Road  

o A new signal-controlled pedestrian crossing of Wotton Road near to the junction 

with Station Road.  

• Station Road  

o Footway widening  

o New zebra crossings  

o The existing subway under the railway, linking Station Road and Charfield Green, 

will be closed to traffic but pedestrian and cycling access will be maintained. 

Retractable / removable bollards will be used so the route can be used in the case 

of an emergency.  

• Little Bristol Lane  

o New zebra crossing  

 

What will happen to the historic Brunel railway station and 
buildings – the last almost complete set of such buildings on the 
line? 
The listed buildings are currently in private ownership and are likely to remain that way. Most 

small rail stations do not require buildings (for example Yate and Cam & Dursley) and this 

is also the case for Charfield. Such buildings require up-front capital costs to build/renovate 

and ongoing revenue costs to clean and maintain.  

Adding the former station buildings to the Charfield Station project would increase the overall 

cost and complexity of the station project – which could negatively impact on the 

deliverability of the station. 

The council fully recognises the value of the listed buildings and, to be clear, there is no 

intention to harm or demolish the buildings as part of the station proposals. We are ensuring 

that the station design does not negatively impact on the listed buildings, and this will be 

assessed by the Local Planning Authority as part of the determination of the planning 

application. 

 

Why would you seek to embed a regional railway station into an 
already busy village rather than find another more accessible but 
less developed line-side site nearby? 
All stations have a natural catchment area dependent on population, demographics, 

transport links and proximity to other rail stations. Charfield station would serve the local 

area of Charfield and surrounding settlements, including the larger market town of Wotton-

under-Edge.  



These communities already share vital facilities and services, for instance, the secondary 

school located in Kingswood and GP Surgery in Wotton. 

Charfield would be a local rail station, with one train per hour in each direction, and is 

therefore not comparable to a truly regional station such as Bristol Temple Meads.  

A centrally located station maximises the opportunities for walking, cycling and bus/minibus 

journeys to and from the station. We want to make sure that as many people as possible 

can walk or cycle, or catch the bus to and from the station. Promoting these more sustainable 

modes of travel above car use is embedded in local, regional and national transport policy 

and connected to delivering on our climate emergency declarations. 

Locating a new station in a less developed area, where fewer people live or work nearby 

would go against this approach, increasing car journeys to and from the station, including 

those journeys originating in Charfield. 

In 2018, the council commissioned an Options Assessment Report, which looked at six 

options for the station location. Two options were centrally located in the village and four 

were located either on the settlement boundary or outside the village. The two centrally 

located sites were considered deliverable and benefited from good access, particularly for 

walking and cycling. The other four site options were discarded due to either rail engineering 

or access constraints. Following the Planning Inspectorate decision in 2018 permitting 

Barratt Homes to develop land north of Wotton Road, this site option became unavailable. 

This left one site on land adjacent to the old station, as the most deliverable site for the 

station. Further assessment work by Network Rail also concluded this option was the most 

deliverable. This site was then taken forward for further assessment and design.  

There are specific and unique challenges and advantages associated with any location 

taken forward, but on balance, we feel the accessibility of the selected site (for sustainable 

modes of transport, not just car travel) is a top priority in meeting the objectives of the station 

such as the accessibility to jobs and education and meeting the challenges of our climate 

emergency declaration. We disagree with the point made in the original question that an out-

of-village location would be more accessible. The centrally located site offers the greatest 

potential for walking and cycling accessibility for Charfield residents. 

The proposed station location has been safeguarded in the district’s Local Plans since the 

1990s. Most recently South Gloucestershire Council’s Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP) 

which forms part of the council’s Local Plan, together with the Core Strategy and Joint Waste 

Core Strategy, covers the allocation and protecting of sites and places within South 

Gloucestershire. This includes Policy PSP14 which identifies land to be safeguarded for a 

new station at Charfield. The PSP went through statutory consultation in 2014, 2015, 2016 

and 2017 before being adopted in 2017. 

It is worth noting that without the local safeguarding in place for the station, a brownfield site 

such as this may have been subject to a planning application for development, including 

commercial development, which would likely generate additional traffic and noise.  

At a national level, the Government has outlined plans to re-open previously closed railway 

stations and rail lines to improve connections for communities that remain isolated from the 

rail network following the ‘Beeching Cuts’ of the 1960s. Together with the Government’s aim 

of reducing carbon emissions from transport, which rail travel can contribute towards by 



encouraging people out of their cars, this provides the national context for the Charfield 

Station proposal. 


