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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 12th April 2022 in Charfield Village Hall, Sportsman’s Lounge 

commencing at 7.30pm 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Cllr. M. Rosher, Cllr. S. Ashe, Cllr. J. Ashe, Cllr. W. Glasgow, Cllr. J. Law, Cllr. T. 
Parker, Cllr. P. Peaster and Cllr. A. Threlfall. 
South Gloucestershire Councillor: Cllr. J. O’Neill 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
 

Public: No members of the public were present. 
 Action 

12150/22   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
Apologies were received, noted and accepted from Cllr. Newns.  All Agreed.  
  

12151/22   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
No declarations of interest were received.  
  

12152/22   Public Participation  
There was no public participation.  
  

12153/22   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. Law proposed, Cllr. J. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of 
the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 8th March 2022 as a true and 
accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman signed the minutes. 

 

  

12154/22   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
Cllr. O’Neill reported that within South Gloucestershire eighty-three sponsors had been matched 
with one hundred and ninety-eight Ukrainian guests (seventy-nine of those were children).  The 
whole matching process is very long and protracted with numerous checks having to be 
undertaken including DBS and housing conditions.  There are lots of South Gloucestershire 
families willing and waiting to host Ukrainian guests. 

 

  

It has been acknowledged that the recent resurfacing of roads in Charfield had not gone well.  
SGC had employed a contractor to undertake the work and the results had been extremely poor, 
including claims that water meters had been tarmacked over.  Cllr. O’Neill had already been in 
touch with SGC who will get the contractor to return – some of the depth to the ironworks was 
quite significant.  Residents of Willow Close had asked why their road had not been included.  It 
had been discovered that Willow Close was a private road and had not actually been adopted by 
the Local Authority when the Manor Road estate had been completed.  Parish Councillors could 
not understand why this anomaly had not been picked up during house purchase searches.  
Cllr. O’Neill had asked SGC to visit the Close to assess how much work (and the associated 
cost) would be required to bring the Close up to an acceptable level to be adopted by the Local 
Authority.  Parish Councillors also noted that one of the roads had had fresh white lines painted, 
which had then been tarmacked over.   

 

  

There had been some chatter on the village forum about additional speed ramps in Wickwar, 
and Charfield residents asked why they could not be installed in the village to help reduce 
speeding vehicles.  The reason speed ramps could be installed on the approach road was 
because there was a weight restriction through Wickwar.  Cllr. Threlfall confirmed the 
Speedwatch device the Parish Council had agreed to purchase last year now provided average 
speed data.  Cllrs. felt that the flashing speed activated signs were a good visual deterrent.   

 

  

Parish Councillors noted there had been recent traffic tailbacks (over the railway bridge) caused 
by vehicles waiting to turn left into the garage.  

 

  

Cllrs. queried why the roundabout at the top of Charfield Hill had not been included in the recent 
road repairs undertaken on the Tortworth Road.  Concern was expressed that the potholes were 
dangerous particularly to motorbikes and needed addressing urgently. 
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Cllrs. also advised that the sandy path through the public open space on the Bellway 
development was in a tremendously poor condition.  The path has degraded due to water 
erosion and the BT duct had collapsed.  It was acknowledged the Parish Council was in a very 
inferior position as the appointed management company was responsible for maintenance of the 
development.  Nevertheless, this was a public footpath, and the Clerk was asked to contact 
SGC Planning Enforcement and PROW Officers. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

It was noted the Tour of Britain bike race would pass through Charfield on 9th September 2022.  
  

12155/22   Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk’s report was noted.    
  

Concerning the last item of the Clerk’s Report relating to the Constituency Surgery held by Luke 
Hall MP on 11th April 2022 – Cllrs. felt that woefully insufficient notice had been given to working 
residents of Charfield for them to plan time off to attend. 

 

  

12156/22   Planning Applications  
It was RESOLVED to comment upon the following planning applications -   
  

a) P22/01631/F | Creation of 1 no. riding arena (Sui Generis) and associated works 
(retrospective) | Land adjacent to Thimble Cottage, Swinhay Lane, Charfield, GL12 8EX | 
NO COMMENTS. 

 

  

b) P22/01926/PNA | Prior notification of the intention to erect 1 no. agricultural building for the 
storage of fodder and wood (resubmission of P22/00553/PNA) | Land at Gray Cottage, The 
Drive, Charfield, GL12 8HX | NO COMMENTS. 

 

  

c) P22/01993/HH | Erection of single storey side extension to form additional living 
accommodation | Malindi, Charfield Hill, Charfield, GL12 8LH | NO COMMENTS. 

 

  

12157/22   Planning Decisions  
The following planning decisions were noted -   
  

a. P22/00182/F | Erection of two storey side extension to provide additional living 
accommodation | 23 Farm Lees, Charfield, GL12 8JA | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

b. P22/00685/HH | Erection of a first floor and two storey side extension to form additional 
living accommodation | 20 Woodlands Road, Charfield, GL12 8LS | APPROVE WITH 
CONDITIONS. 

 

  

12158/22   Planning Enforcement  
COM/21/0158/OD – Pin Mill – The new SGC Planning Enforcement Officer had contacted the 
Parish Council.  SGC was having difficulty contacting the landowner – correspondence was 
being returned.  The Officer asked if the Parish Council had any knowledge of the owner.  The 
Clerk advised to possibly contact the local estate agent who had been advertising the Pin Mill. 

 

  

12159/22   Reports of Meetings  
The Chairman and Clerk had attended the online Quarry Liaison Group Meeting on 12th April 
2022 – the Clerk had circulated written notes of that meeting, which were noted. 

 

  

12160/22   Charfield Burial Ground  
All in order.  The Clerk was asked to make arrangements for the pedestrian handrail to either be 
removed or repaired. 

Clerk 

  

Cllr. Law proposed, Cllr. Glasgow seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the application 
for interment of ashes for the late Mr. G. Archer.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would liaise with the 
funeral director. 

 
Clerk 

  

Following an email of complaint about “sacrilegious vandalism” at the burial ground, Cllr. S. 
Ashe proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to respond to the complainant 
as proposed.  All Agreed. 

Clerk 

  

12161/22   Charfield Youth Project CIO  
Unfortunately, the Project is down to one youth leader, therefore they were having to start the 
recruitment process all over again.  The sessions are proving increasingly popular with around 
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forty attending the junior session and around twenty attending the senior session.  All attending 
the sessions are local.  There has been a little bit of anti-social behaviour at a recent session, 
but this was being handled by the Youth Leader and the police had been involved due to the 
nature of the behaviour. 

  

12162/22   Charfield Railway Station – Re-Opening  
Nothing further to report.  An invitation for the SGC Project Team to attend the upcoming Annual 
Parish (Electors) Meeting on 20th April 2022 had been sent – no response had been received. 

 

  

12163/22   Charfield Village Hall & Playing Field CIO – Land Transfer  
The Clerk advised that on 24th March 2022 VWV had confirmed the land transfer had been 
completed.  The CIO had instructed their own solicitors and the documents had been submitted 
to Land Registry.  VWV would keep our file open just in case there were any issues.  The Clerk 
advised this transfer had cost a total of £3,265 in professional/legal fees and had taken nearly 
three years to complete. 

 

  

12164/22   Climate, Ecology and Biodiversity  
A very detailed response had been received from Charfield Angling Association and circulated 
to Parish Councillors following our enquiry regarding sewage discharges into the Little Avon.  In 
2019 the sewer storm overflow had spilled 52 times for a total of 160 hours, and in 2021 it had 
overflowed 4 times for a total of 2 hours.  Parish Councillors were pleased to note the reduction 
in overflows and acknowledged that the Little Avon and its tributaries act as a precious wildlife 
corridor and these discharges need to be monitored closely. 

 

  

12165/22   PROW’s  
The Parish Council noted receipt of a Notice from SGC continuing the temporary closure of 
OCH8 until 16th April 2024. 

 

  

The Clerk was asked to contact SGC PROW to see about establishing a footpath link from the 
Bellway development onto Poolfield Farm Lane.   

Clerk 

  

12166/22   Bus Shelter/Replacement Bench – Wotton Road/New Street  
The Clerk had circulated a copy of a report following the recent online meeting with the SGC 
Asset Manager and Transport Manager.  The report was noted.  SGC was now in the process of 
drawing up plans for a new living roof shelter which would entail alterations to the kerb height.  
The Parish Council wish to continue with their aspirations to site a new bench on the grass 
verge as well. 

 

  

12167/22   Annual Parish (Electors) Meeting – 20th April 2022  
The Clerk confirmed that invitations had gone out to all village/parish organisations including 
recipients of financial assistance in 2021.  The Chairman and Clerk would liaise to prepare a 
report.  The agenda would be posted to the Parish Council’s website and village forum.   

 
MR/ 
Clerk 

  

It was RESOLVED to exclude all members of the press and public due to the confidential and 
personal nature of the following agenda item.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Following discussions, Cllr. Peaster proposed, Cllr. Parker seconded and it was RESOLVED 
that the Junior Civic Award and Highly Commended Civic Award be made to the two nominated 
individuals.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would make the necessary arrangements. 

 
 
Clerk 

  

12168/22   Financial Matters  
a) The Clerk reported the following balances.    
  

 Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 452 dated 1st Apr 2022)  
 Business Reserve (1) £  14,413.25 (Statement No. 242 dated 5th Apr 2022)  
 Business Reserve (2) £158,190.72 (Statement No. 347 dated 1st Apr 2022)  
  

b) The Receipts & Payments account as of 12th April 2022 was noted.  The Clerk advised that 
the 2022-2023 budgeted income figure should be revised down to £77,955 (not £78,412 as 
previously shown).  This had been due to the spreadsheet picking up an old LCTR grant 
income amount of £457. 

 

  

c) Cllr. Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
NALC/SLCC annual pay settlement for 2021-2022 backdated to 1st April 2021.  All Agreed. 
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d) Cllr. S. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Peaster seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the revised 
Earmarked Reserves figures as submitted by the Clerk.  All Agreed.   

 

  

e) Cllr. Threlfall proposed, Cllr. Parker seconded and it was RESOLVED to transfer £750 out of 
professional/legal fees earmarked reserves into the 2022-2023 budget.  All Agreed. 

 

  

12169/22   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts for payment in April 2022 – all invoices had been 
verified -  

 

Payee 
Chq 

No. 
Description 

Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary £863.21 £0.00 £863.21 

Mrs. P. Evans 3075 Salary Underpayment £219.05 £0.00 £219.05 

HMRC 3076 Tax & NI £286.62 £0.00 £286.62 

Mrs. P. Evans 3075 Room Hire (April & May) £36.76 £0.00 £36.76 

Mrs. P. Evans 3075 McAfee Subscription £89.99 £0.00 £89.99 

Royal Mail 3077 PO Box Renewal £236.25 £47.25 £283.50 

VWV 3078 Land Transfer (final payment) £750.00 £150.00 £900.00 

ALCA 3079 Membership £673.96 £0.00 £673.96 

BHIB 3080 Insurance £857.88 £0.00 £857.88 

      £4,013.72 £197.25 £4,210.97 
 

 

  

Cllr. S. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED that above accounts be 
paid.  All Agreed.  Cllrs. Law and Rosher would sign the cheques.  

 

  

12170/22  Councillors Open Forum  
The Clerk was asked to progress an application for works to the TPO’d Willow Tree on the 
corner of Wotton Road/Manor Road.  

Clerk 

  
 
 

This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 21:20 hrs. 
 
 

Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to be held 
on Tuesday 10th May 2022 at 7:30pm in the Sportsman’s Lounge.   
 

 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         

 
 


