
REPORT TO CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Tuesday 12th April 2022 

Agenda Item 17 
 
 
Re:   BUS SHELTER & REPLACEMENT BENCH 
 WOTTON ROAD/NEW STREET JUNCTION 
 
Introduction 
 
Charfield Parish Council wishes to provide a new covered bus shelter and replacement of the 
recently vandalised bench at the bus stop on Wotton Road immediately east of the New Street 
junction.  The bench has now been vandalised to such an extent that it is no longer usable and just 
the wrought-iron end supports remain.  The Parish Council would also like to work with Clean Up 
Green Up Charfield (CUGUC) to enhance the verge with some form of flower/bulb planting. 
 
As the Parish of Charfield grows due to housing development, the provision and use of public 
transport services is increasingly important.  The Parish Council has the legislative ‘power’ to 
provide bus shelters via the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provision) Act 1953, s.4.  Funding 
for this proposal will be via Community Infrastructure Levy reserves which permits its use for “the 
provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or anything else 
that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on it". 
 
Background 
 

 
 
In February 2021, the Parish Council applied to the Local Authority to take on responsibility for this 
verge and bus stop in order to provide the above stated enhancements.  A “Planting License” was 
subsequently provided by the Local Authority which has been discussed at Parish Council 
meetings.  Within this “Planting License” was the requirement that no holes deeper than 450mm 
could be dug, however the bus shelter specification required holes to be excavated to a minimum 
of 750mm.  The Clerk was asked to query this with the Local Authority. 
 
Following an exchange of emails, it was agreed to hold an MS Teams meeting on Tuesday 22nd 
March 2022 to discuss this matter. 
 
Discussions 
 
The MS Teams meeting on 22nd March was attended by Paula Evans (Charfield Parish Council 
Clerk), Darren Davidson (Local Authority Asset Manager) and Rebecca Lovell (Local Authority 
Highways Dept). 
 



Essentially, the Local Authority would be very happy for Charfield Parish Council to take 
responsibility for the verge in order to provide a new bus shelter and replacement bench (including 
installation costs and ongoing future maintenance).  
 
It was established that a “Planting License” was not appropriate for the plans proposed by the 
Parish Council.  In essence the aspirations of the Parish Council must be separated – 
 

1. Provision of a new Bus Shelter and 
 

2. Provision of a replacement bench and responsibility for the verge. 
 
The following issues were covered during discussions - 
 

• WECA is responsible for updating the bus timetables throughout the region, therefore the bus 
timetable display cabinet would need to comply with their specifications. 

 

• If the Parish Council wished to install a modern bus shelter with lighting and ‘real time 
information display’ then an electricity supply would be required.  This could potentially be 
accessed via the electricity cabinets to the right of the existing bus stop. 

 

• Charfield Parish Council may wish to consider installing a bus shelter with a ‘living roof’.  This is 
basically a sedum planted roof and once established would simply require the drainage 
channels to be cleaned out annually.  If the Parish Council did decide to install such a shelter, it 
would be the first living roof bus shelter provided by a Parish Council within the whole of South 
Gloucestershire. 

 

• The roadside kerb would need to be raised in line with current public transport access 
regulations. 

 

• The rubbish bin (to the right of the concrete hardstanding) would potentially need to be moved.  
This may well incur a cost for the repositioning, but the bin would continue to be emptied as 
part of the existing Localism charges. 

 

• As there would be seating provision within the bus shelter, was there a need for a separate 
bench? The Clerk felt there would be sufficient space and requirement for a separate bench. 

 

• The ‘no waiting at any time’ sign (on the left of the verge) would be relocated. 
 

• The possibility of housing developers contributing towards the cost of the new bus shelter and 
kerb alterations was considered.  However, as the Bloor and CEG applications are still be 
considered it was debatable whether any funds from them would be available quickly to move 
this proposal forward within the timescale desired by the Parish Council. 

 
Next Steps 
 
The Local Authority Highways Officer will now fully assess the location and if deemed an 
acceptable location for a bus shelter, draw-up plans for a new shelter - checking the area for 
electricity supply, raised kerb and potential living roof shelter.  Confirmation was received from the 
Local Authority on 4th April 2022 that the Local Authority engineers will pull together a quotation for 
the works and check for underground utilities.  This would take a few weeks. 
 
 
Paula Evans 
Clerk – Charfield Parish Council  
April 2022 


