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MINUTES 

of 

Charfield Annual Parish (Electorate) Meeting 

held on 

Wednesday 20th April 2022 - commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present at the Annual Parish Meeting were four Parish Councillors, the Clerk and twenty-seven 

residents of the Parish.  

 

Cllr. Rosher, as Chairman of the Parish Council presided as Chairman for this meeting. 

 

1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTION 
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2. PRESENTATION OF THE 2022 YOUTH CIVIC AWARDS 
 

All too often our younger residents get “bad press”.  So, after seeing so much public spirit during 

the COVID Lockdowns and reports on social media of our younger residents collecting rubbish 

and generally carrying out community-oriented jobs, Charfield Parish Council wanted to 

acknowledge and celebrate our younger parishioners.   
 

Charfield Parish Council was delighted to award the 2022 Junior Young Persons Civic Award 

(up to 13 years of age) to George Crew.  George was nominated for his “contribution to the 

village”.  His nominees spoke about his “superpower” when it came to helping out around the 

village and the “pride” he takes in the village he calls home.  George can often be found out and 

about with his grandpa clearing paths, weeding, and generally tidying up litter – “always with a 

smile on his face”.  In recognition of his community work, George received an Award plaque, an 

engraved pen/pencil set and asked for his £150 donation to be made to the RNLI. 
 

The 2022 Highly Commended Young Person Civic Award (all ages) was presented to Jess 

Webster.  Jess, who was only 8 has her own U-Tube Vlog where she shares her day-to-day 

challenges and experiences with others to help them.  Jess has also given a public presentation 

to the local WI about her grandfather to help raise awareness about dementia care.  Jess’ 

nominees spoke about being “inspired” by her presentation and participation in the recent 

charitable Dementia Walk to raise funds for dementia care.  In recognition of her community 

spirit Jess received an Award plaque, an engraved pen/pencil set, and asked for her £75 

donation to be made to the Alzheimer’s Society. 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE 2019 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 25th May 2018 
 

The minutes of the 2019 Annual Parish Meeting were noted. 
 

4. PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 
 

A copy of the 2021/2022 Annual Report is appended to these minutes. 
 

5. SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  
 

Unfortunately, Cllr. O’Neill was unable to attend the meeting. The meeting noted the problems 

with the recent resurfacing works in the Manor Lane estate – Cllr. O’Neill was liaising between 

SGC and residents.  The meeting also noted the McMurtry Electric Car development plans and 

the new Fusion Reactor planned at Oldbury. 
 

6. WOTTON/KINGSWOOD/CHARFIELD GREENWAY 
 

Unfortunately, due to a mix-up with dates, the Greenway Representative was unable to attend. 
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7. RE-OPENING OF CHARFIELD RAILWAY STATION 
 

A representative of the SGC Charfield Station Project Team had been invited but not response 

had been received. 
 

The subject of reopening Charfield Station was a hot potato!  The original Brunel buildings 

remain but are being allowed to fall derelict.  It was believed that were the last remaining Brunel 

buildings on the Bristol to Exeter line.  What was being proposed was not a ‘village’ station, but 

more akin to a regional transportation hub with a 220-space car park, and Charfield would have 

to absorb more and more traffic.  The Parish Council has asked itself whether it was willing to 

support a new station – hence the parish-wide questionnaire.  Our questionnaire had resulted in 

a 40% return with the majority of responses against the re-opening. 
 

8. PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 

Clean Up Green Up Charfield 

As Lockdown restrictions had eased, the Group had been able to recommence their work.  The 

verge at the corner of Little Bristol Lane and the Wotton Road had been completely dug out and 

re-soiled/re-turfed.  Unfortunately, someone is continuing to allow their dog to poop on that bit of 

land – the SGC Dog Warden is aware and closely monitoring.  The Group continue to work on 

the banks of Charfield Hill and have planted three new Queen Elizabeth Roses in the beds 

outside the primary school.  Unfortunately, someone appears to have put weed killer down at the 

back of the primary school beds, but so far this does not seem to have affected the roses.  The 

Group is supporting the youth of the village – volunteer hours working with CUGUC count 

towards the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.  More bins were needed particularly at the end 

of New Street – the Parish Council advised they were doing a parish-wide review of bin 

provision.  The Group is happy to help the Parish Council with new Village Gateway Signs and in 

any other way they can, but as always, more volunteers would be appreciated. 
 

Village Hall 

The Hall Trustees have worked long and hard during the COVID Lockdowns.  Following the 

renovations of the hall (funded by the Community Centre Contribution) the parish now had a 

completely new hall with additional small meeting room.  A new Hall Manager had been 

appointed.  New play equipment, track and gym equipment had also been installed.  The 

Trustees were looking to renovate the bar area this coming year as well as refencing of the 

tennis court.  This would be the Chairman’s last year serving on the committee – new committee 

members were always needed and most welcome.  
 

 Youth Project 

The Project was doing well with forty juniors and twenty seniors signed up.  The Project sadly 

lost their two original leaders, but two new ones were recruited.  Unfortunately, one of those 

leaders did not work out due to university commitments, so they were currently recruiting for a 

new leader.  The Project was looking into the possibility of having a third leader – someone from 

a university who wished to chose Youth Work as their career.  The Project undertakes plenty of 

interesting projects such as healthy eating and cooking and gardening.  In the long term the 

Project would like to have their own dedicated building.  The meeting thanked the Youth Project 

Chairman for all the hard work the trustees are doing. 
 

Charfield Junior Football Club 

The Club currently has 83 children on the register.  The Club would like to thank Charfield Parish 

Council for the recent grant which was spent on refurbishing the kitchen and referee changing 

room as well as improvements to the pitch. 
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Charfield Out of School Club 

The Club operate out of the Foundation Rooms and have been providing breakfast and after 

school facilities for twenty-two years.  During the COVID Lockdowns their aim was to provide 

wrap-around care for the children of key workers – the Club operated at a significant loss during 

that time which was very stressful for all concerned.  The Club thanked the Parish Council for 

their grant which had been used to improve the outdoor covered seating area.  Plans are to 

improve the outside storage area. 
 

Charfield Pre-School 

The Group thanked the Parish Council and the community of Charfield for their continued 

support.  The grant money received had been used to provide outdoor storage for wet weather 

clothing, artificial grass, and a soft play area.  The grant money awarded for this coming year 

would be used to replace the old wooden pirate ship with a truck and trailer and wooden blocks. 
 

Foundation Rooms 

The Trustees were looking to provide an extra toilet facility which would increase the capacity of 

the Rooms.  There is also a trust fund available for 15–18-year-old residents of Charfield who 

can apply for funding. 
 

Friends of St. James Church 

The Friends thanked the Parish Council for their continued support.  The cost of renovating the 

Parnell tomb stones would be in the region of £16,000 and the Churches Conservation Trust 

had been involved in that project.  The Friends were looking forward to the four-day Arts Trail 

that would be happening in May, with refreshments being provided in the Church.  The wall 

behind the Railway Disaster Memorial was in need of repair and Network Rail had been 

approached asking if they could provide any financial assistance. 
 

1st Charfield Rainbows 

The Group thanked the Parish Council for their financial support last year which helped to pay 

the room hire fees and additional stationary.  There was high demand within the village for 

places in the Group and the extra funding meant they were able to reallocate other resources to 

increasing the number of spaces from 15 to 20.  The Group will have been going for twenty-six 

years at the end of 2022.  
 

9. QUESTIONS 
 

A question was raised about the level of policing around Charfield – there appeared to be an 

increase in drug associated activities.  It was acknowledged that the police provision is stretched 

very thinly – unfortunately, statistically Charfield was classed as a low crime area.  There had 

been a spate of burglaries last year and the police had been covertly policing the area. 
 

A question was raised about the lack of bus shelter/provision at the bottom of the village near 

the Crest Nicholson development. 
 

10. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

 The meeting closed at 9.15pm. 

 

 

Signed:  
Chairman of the Parish Council  
  

Date:  
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2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

TO 

ANNUAL PARISH (Electors) MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 20TH APRIL 2022 

7.30PM 

 

Welcome to the 2022 Annual Parish (Electors) Meeting, our first one for two years as the Coronavirus 

pandemic prevented any physical meetings.   

 

The past two years have seen incredible changes to our community not just because of the pandemic.  

We have seen some amazing acts of kindness and generosity - the whole community came together to 

ensure that those more vulnerable and less able were taken care of.  Neighbours and friends collected 

shopping and prescriptions for those residents unable to venture out.  Wotton Area Mutual Aid 

provided food boxes and assistance to families in our community. 

 

Over the past two years, the Parish Council has had to adapt to changes in legislation and the use of 

new technology to ensure that Charfield kept functioning.  Had anyone ever heard of ‘Zoom’ before 

2020 - apart from the frozen flavoured ice-lolly! 

 

Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan – The CNDP went to public referendum on 6th May 2021.  

A total of 905 votes were cast with a 92.5% Yes vote.  South Gloucestershire Council ratified and 

adopted the CNDP at their full Council meeting in September 2021 – the FIRST Neighbourhood Plan in 

South Gloucestershire to be adopted.  This was the culmination of six years hard work by a group of 

dedicated volunteer residents who battled through national and local planning and policy documents 

to produce a document we are all very proud of.  This now means that developers must pay heed to 

the CNDP when designing their new developments and any new planning approvals will attract 25% 

CIL rather than 15%.  The Parish Council cannot thank this group of volunteers enough for their 

tenacity and determination. 

 

Land Transfer – The transfer of the title deeds to the newly formed Charfield Village Hall & Playing 

Fields CIO has been finalized.  It has taken nearly three years to complete the transfer and has cost 

the Parish a total of £3,265 in professional and legal fees.   

 

Burial Ground – The final part of the original 2010 planning 

application for the burial ground was achieved in February 2022 

with the completion of the new Oak Shelter.  The Parish Council 

awarded the contract to a local company and all the wood, 

shingles and flagstones were environmentally sources or 

reclaimed.  The Parish Council is of the opinion this new Shelter 

is a tremendous asset and well worth the effort.   

 

During the year, 

the Parish Council 

also completed 

rebuilding the 

roadside wall 

reusing leftover 

stone from building 

the original walls.   
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Our next project is the rebuilding of the boundary wall with the 

closed churchyard of St. James Church.  However, this wall is Listed 

and belongs to the Church, therefore the Parish Council will have to 

liaise with the Local Authority Conservation Officers and the Diocese 

of Gloucestershire.  This repair work will require a couple of small 

trees to be removed (which are growing out of the wall).  However, 

all the work will be undertaken with the utmost respect bearing in 

mind the close proximity of ashes interment plots. 

 

Finances  
 

The graph opposite details precept requests for the 

past thirteen years.   

 

For the past three financial years, Charfield Parish 

Council has kept the annual precept request at 

£62,000.   

 

 

 

 

In financial year 2020-2021, the Parish Council’s receipts 

amounted to £115,568 (including £48,755 worth of CIL) 

and spent a total of £124,190 (£48,397 of which was CIL). 

 

In 2021 Charfield Parish Council provided grants to the 

following village organisations to help continue their work 

within the Charfield community.  The funding of these 

grants was made via a combination of S.137 and CIL 

money –  

 

 

Friends of St. James Church   £1,500 

Charfield Pre-School    £1,860 (CIL) 

Friends of Charfield Primary School  £800 (CIL) 

Charfield AFC     £300 

Charfield Out of School Club   £1,500 (CIL) 

Charfield Junior Football Club   £1,000 

Charfield Rainbows Group   £550 

Dementia Connections    £500 

Great Western Air Ambulance   £2,000 

 

In addition to the organisations above, Charfield Parish Council funded the Charfield Youth Project to 

the tune of £15,054 and provided £10,000 worth of financial assistance to the Village Hall & Playing 

Fields CIO.  The Parish Council also purchased £42,500 (excluding VAT) worth of new play equipment 

which was donated to the Village Hall CIO.  This play equipment funding was made up of £25,000 

worth of CIL and £17,500 from existing Parish Council funds which had been saved up over previous 

years. 

 

For parishioners’ information, since 2016 when the Community Infrastructure Levy was introduced, 

Charfield has received a total of £120,925, with £55,997 having been spend since then on various 

Precept £62,000 £39,684 General

CIL £48,755 £48,397 CIL

Burial Ground £3,525 £5,055 Burial Ground

VAT Refund £1,265 £25,054
Memorial Hall & Youth 

Group

Other £23 £6,000 S.137 Donations

£115,568 £124,190

Charfield Parish Council

Receipts Payments

Financial Year 2021-2022

Receipts & Payments
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community projects, leaving a total of £64,927 remaining.   Since 2016, some of the community 

projects funded by CIL include – 

 

£6,500   Donation to the Greenway Project 

£1,100   New Vehicular Access Gates off Little Bristol Lane 

£4,160   Various Village Organisation Projects 

£19,237  Burial Ground Oak Shelter 

£25,000  New Play Equipment 

 

CIL has specific spending criteria in that it must be spent on “the provision, improvement, 
replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or anything else that is concerned with 
addressing the demands that development places on it”; and it must be spent within five years of 

receipt. 

 

Future Plans & Aspirations 

 

War Memorial - COVID Lockdowns put pay to the Parish Council’s plans to have 

the War Memorial cleaned and the names re-blackened throughout 2020 and 

2021.  However, most of the background work has already been undertaken and 

the Parish Council has liaised and sought advice from the Local Authority 

Conservation Officer, the War Memorials Trust, and Historic England.  It is now a 

question of obtaining revised quotes.  Estimated cost for the restoration £4,500-

£5,000. 

 

Traffic/Speeding Reduction - The Parish Council regularly considers traffic 

and speeding issues along the Wotton Road and several potential solutions 

have been discussed including average speed cameras and an Auto 

Speedwatch device.  The Parish Council is pursuing the possibility of 

installing Village Gateway Signs 

 

Willow Tree – Manor Road - It is nearly three years since 

the Parish Council had the protected Willow Tree at the 

junction of Manor Road/Wotton Road pollarded.  

Permission is required from the Local Authority to carry out works to a protected 

tree.  The Parish Council will be applying for permission later in the year, with the 

works (hopefully) carried out in the Autumn. 

 

New Bus Shelter - Following the recent 

vandalism of the bench, the Parish Council is liaising with the 

Local Authority to take responsibility for the verge and provide a 

new bus shelter on the Wotton Road just down from the New 

Street junction.  We are looking to provide a modern shelter 

with electronic timetables and a ‘living roof’, which would be the 

first one in South Gloucestershire. 

 

Welcome to 

CHARFIELD 
Please drive carefully 


