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Annual Parish Meeting  21st  May 2013 

CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft Minutes of Annual Meeting of Parish held 21ST May 2013 at 7:30pm at Charfield Memorial Hall. 

 

Present  Chairman – Mr Mark Rosher, Councillors, Mrs Judy Law, Mrs Yvonne Lloyd, Mr Richard 

Rawlings, Mr Paul Patterson, Mr Ian Williams and Mr Mike Cheskin,  Clerk – Mrs Hannah Saunders, 

In Bloom Speakers / Reps – Mr Barry Cruse, Ms Sue Aitkin and Mr Tony Sansum,  Village Plan Reps –  

Mrs Sue Simmons and Mrs Nicola Melville, 14(min) Members of Public . 

Apologies  were noted from Vice Chair to Parish Council Mr Ian Kershaw, Mrs Isabel Davies, Mr 

Steve Hake, Mr Paul McNamara, Mrs Barbara Adams and Mr Tim Hill. 

Chairman Mark Rosher – welcomed everyone to Charfield Memorial Hall to the Annual Parish 

Meeting for 2013.  He explained that the intention is to fulfill the Parish Council’s legal duties by 

holding the meeting, but at the same time make the meeting useful and interesting  

After a couple of items of ‘Housekeeping’ the Chairman acknowledged the work done by community 

representatives throughout the year, and thanked the Clerk, Hannah Saunders, and Ward Councillor, 

John O'Neill, for the excellent work they do. He also thanked his fellow Councillors, on behalf of the 

parish, for their time and their energy.  He noted that here were others who deserved thanks, but 

would mention them later however at this time he'd like us to remember two people who served 

their community for many years and are taking a well-earned rest in Charfield Burial Ground: 

Reverend Vivienne Kerner and Paul Birt (who served as a Councillor for over 25 years). 

Approval of Minutes  The minutes of APM held on 16th May 2012 were read and it was proposed by 

Mr M Cheskin and seconded by Mrs Judy Law and resolved that they be signed as a correct record of 

the meeting.  There were a couple of Matters Arising to cover off (that weren’t elsewhere on 

agenda). 

• The area by the Jubilee Stone at front of hall is still to be completed….notice board, stone 

and inscription were completed in 2012 for the Diamond Jubilee, but there is still some 

finishing off / planting to be done. 

• Burial Ground – rules and regulations for memorials were completed by working group and 

approved by the Parish Council acting as a Burial Authority…..and you will note that there 

are now a couple of headstones / tablets in place. 

• Despite responses from Parish Council and local residents / youths the Youth Group Facility 

in Charfield that was supplied by SGC is no more.  It came to an end in Feb this year, and 

Parish Council have earmarked some money for youth support going forward and there is 

also the Positive Activity Fund that groups (incl. cubs / scouts) can apply to S Glos council for. 

• Finally – at last year’s APM – name for new development behind Chapel was voted on – and 

Clerk is pleased to report that both the developer and SGC were happy to go with the 
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suggestion and site that has become known as Church Green will be Kings Meadow (no 

apostrophe). 

Chairman’s Report A full transcript of report is attached – Appendix 1. 

Clerk &RFO’s Report A full transcript of report / accounts / budget is attached – Appendix 2. 

Presentation from Barry Cruse (S W In Bloom Judge) and Sue Aitkin of Thornbury in Bloom A copy 

of presentation is attached – Appendix 3. 

Following results of village plan – it was agreed by Parish Council that it would be nice to find out 

more about ‘In Bloom’ and how to go about setting up groups within the village to tidy up the village 

(as this seemed to come over as something people felt strongly about when filling in Village Plan 

Survey)…..As such Barry Cruse joined us from Bath and Sue Aitkin who has been Chair of Thornbury 

in Bloom and gave those present a wonderful presentation with lots of colourful pictures and hints 

and tips.  Afterwards there was a chance for Q&A, over refreshments and Clerk passed around a 

sheet for people to fill in if they were interested in attending a meeting regarding setting up an In 

Bloom Group for Charfield. 

Village Plan Update / Actions  

Nicky Melville and Sue Simmons from Village Plan Working Group gave a brief update.  Following 

adoption of Village Plan by Parish Council in February this year – they held a Launch event in March 

at Memorial Hall – whereby they had lots of different stalls – based around subjects that had been 

drawn out of the survey and formed the action plan going forward.  This event was very well 

supported by S Glos Officers and local organisations and there were a lot of residents that visited on 

the day and registered interest in various areas.  One being In Bloom – which helped instigate the 

presentation we have just had.  Others were PROW, Village Fair, Housing Surveys, Activity / Games 

Groups.  Steve Hake has set up a small group of people who during the summer months will go out 

fortnightly and clear certain paths / styles, etc.  Sue Simmons and Parish Clerk have had meetings 

with S Glos Council Housing Enabling to discuss a future Housing Needs Survey……there is a date set 

for people to attend a meeting to look at possibility of a Summer Fair.  Nicky said it should also be 

noted that the Parish Council had taken on board the views of villagers and have raised some extra 

funding through precept for the Memorial Hall.  She went on to explain that the key officers of the 

Working group now plan to meet quarterly – updating action plan – and seeing how they can 

support new groups.  They still have some funding available – which they would like to use 

specifically for new initiatives / groups that are set up off the back of the plan. 

Nicky and Sue were thanked for their time and Chair / Councillors wanted it minuted how impressed 

they were with the Summary Leaflet that had been delivered to every single household.  They felt it 

was of a very high standard and that the group should really be commended for all their hard work. 

Other Village Organisations 

There were brief presentations from Sandra Carnegie of 1st Woodend Scouts – who thanked the 

Parish Council for their grant awards and gave an update on the activities of the group, and Deborah 

Field who again thanked the Parish Council for their support in raising money through the precept to 
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help with refurbishing the hall.  She said it would make such a difference.  She was also pleased to 

announce a grant received from CEMEX that was going to help pay for outside lighting. 

Questions / AOB 

The Chairman then asked if there were any other questions / burning issues that the residents would 

like to put to Council – that hadn’t already been addressed during the course of the 

meeting……There were no other questions – meeting was closed at 9:35pm after Chairman thanked 

everyone for their time, Sue Aitkin and Barry Cruse for their presentations and all other residents / 

village reps for attending. 

Chairman 

 May 2014 
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APPENDIX 1 

It's been another busy year for Charfield Parish Council, and indeed for the village as a whole. 
The Council is of course the "bottom" tier of government. As changes take place at central 
government they filter down through regional and district authorities to us. And then we try and 
make the best of it. This year has been one of increasing austerity, and whether you think 
austerity is a prudent method of economic management or not, the effects are starting to be 
felt. The Localism Act replaced much of planning legislation, and again we're beginning to see 
how that will affect us. And of course it was Jubilee Year, and pretty much the whole village took 
part in celebrations. 
 
The Parish Council reviewed nearly thirty Planning Applications over the past year, some of 
them quite significant ones including new builds at Kings Meadow, Little Bristol Lane and the 
Railway Tavern. You'll all be aware of the hint of a new development near the primary school, 
which may turn out to be larger than all three of those, from the leaflets that the developer put 
through your door the other week. The Localism Act is designed to facilitate development and 
reduces the protection the old Green Belt had, and as such we will be looking hard at this 
proposal, as well as others in the pipeline, to ensure our village remains the one we chose to live 
in. 
  
The Village Plan Steering Committee is one of those groups who deserve special mention and 
thanks, and the Village Plan is a key part of our response to the changing environment in 
planning. Having an established, documented, knowledge of what our parishioners think about 
their village, what they want and don't want, gives us a far stronger voice when it comes to 
making comments on planning applications, especially larger ones. Already, information 
extracted from the Village Plan has been used to formulate policy, and I'd like to thank the 
whole Committee, through their Chairman Paul Macnamara, for the excellent document they 
produced. I know further meetings are taking place, moving action plans from concept to reality, 
and I'll mention one of them now. 
  
Each year, the Parish Council is funded from the Precept; a small additional charge on your 
Council Tax, collected at the same time. From some of its funding the Council supports various 
organisations through grants, such as the primary school who received assistance funding their 
new adventure area. The Village Plan clearly identified the Memorial Hall as a key benefit of the 
village and one that should be financially supported by the whole village. As such, we agreed to 
increase the precept to directly fund the maintenance and improvement of the Memorial Hall. 
We will obviously be closely monitoring this venture, but I'm sure you'll appreciate the 
advantage to the Hall Committee of a substantial and predictable funding stream. And that's a 
good time to thank another section of our community, the Hall Committee under Chairman Tim 
Hill. 
  
Lots of other stuff goes on throughout the year of course. Examples for 2012/13 include the 
erection of a commemorative stone, engraved to mark the Queen's Jubilee. We celebrated our 
first year as an operating Burial Authority, with seven residents now resting in peace at Charfield 
Burial Ground. 2012 marked the second Council run Remembrance Parade, which went very 
well with an improved sound system and indeed a new vicar - as we welcomed Reverend Chris 
Mason to the village. With Remembrance in mind, South Gloucestershire also recognised one of 
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own folk, Marion Smith, for the work she has done both as official Poppy Appeal Coordinator 
and for her work with transport issues in Charfield. She received South Gloucestershire Chairs 
Community Award. 
  
We had installed a Public Rights of way information board, and several new and replacement 
litter bins around the village, and held our spring and autumn litter pick days. Although the 
litter, like the potholes, seem impossible to wholly eradicate, we've been doing a lot to reduce 
them! On that subject, dog mess is a continual problem in Charfield, and one message I want to 
pass on from South Glos is that bagged dog mess can be put into normal black bins and litter 
bins. There is no need to seek out dog bins and it may be that over the next year or so we 
reduce the number of dog bins in Charfield (contrary to the call for more, in the Village Plan) in 
favour of more, and better located, litter bins around the place. This will save on increased and 
additional emptying costs from South Glos. 
  
The next year seemed filled with the consequential effects of austerity, as the cuts in service 
from South Gloucestershire hit hard on every community in the region. First the Youth Group 
was terminated, although attempts are on-going to get something together to replace it. Then 
we were notified that roadside verge and grass cutting was to be reduced. You'll maybe have 
picked up hints that the green bin collection service may become a chargeable extra. As these 
cuts bite, your Council is doing what it can to mitigate the effects. It must be noted that the 
Parish Councillors are volunteers, and may not be able to replicate the work done by paid 
county council staff, but we'll try. 
  
It's not all grim, mind you. We recently won a grant with which to instigate Charfield in Bloom, 
something else that came out of the Village Plan, and we have excellent and knowledgeable 
speakers here tonight who will tell us how we might transform Charfield with colourful planting. 
But first I'm going to hand over to Hannah, for the Clerk's Report. 
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APPENDIX 2 

Financial Report 

Accounts for the full financial year just ended (Apr 2012 – Mar 2013) are now completed and a draft copy is 

attached to this report.  They have been received by the Council (May 14th 2013) and will be approved officially 

at next full Council Meeting in June, this is following the internal audit that was carried out last week by Mr Ian 

Selkirk.  He reported that all procedures (not only accounting) were being followed as they should be and the 

paperwork is ready to go to the external auditors, Grant Thornton, in mid-June - at which time a notice will be 

posted should any government electors which to inspect the accounts. 

1. I am pleased to report that the Parish Council finances are in a healthy position.  After a couple years 

of significant spending (2010 – 12) on play area and burial ground projects…the last year has seen the 

Parish Council start to replenish their reserves (as they planned to).  This is in order to save for future 

projects and to help pay for services that they will possibly have to take on due to budget cuts at S 

Glos council.  Hence the rise in Precept from £29k in 2011-12 to £32k in 2012-13.   

2. RECEIPTS - Precept income this year was £32,000 which was a rise of 10% over the previous FY. The 

reason for this was to enable us to remain on target with the plans for the new burial ground, support 

local groups with community grants and to be able to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee.  Other 

RECEIPTS were £13,140.33.  This was made up primarily of receipts from the Burial Ground (either for 

reservation of plots or for the 6 interments that took place during the course of the year) £6,551.  

Grants were received from S Gloucestershire Council, local companies and Merlin.  £3602.  The 

remainder was made up from VAT recovered and monies received from Cromhall for use of office 

equipment, thus total income for year was £45,140.33. 

3. PAYMENTS – total for the year was £36,012.  Burial Ground costs were just over £7,000, slightly over 

the budgeted amount of £3,000, but this was covered with revenue taken….enabling £2,500 rev to be 

carried forward.  Costs relating to office /admin / expenses & Clerk were £9,305.  This plus the £686 

spent on subscriptions and training was down on previous year slightly (and down on the budget 

figure by nearly £2,000).  Clearing litter from the playing fields, dog bin emptying, grounds 

maintenance and attending to repairs of play items cost £4,600.  This was down slightly from last year 

– and was below the budgeted figure of £6,600.  New equipment (notice board, bins and projector / 

screens for the hall) cost £2,643 (£1,800 of this was grant funded and the rest was budgeted for).  Just 

over £1,800 was spent on the Diamond Jubilee (this was over the budgeted amount but £1,000 was 

paid for in grants).  £5770 was given out in grants in the last year to local groups and projects and the 

Council is keen to show support for village activities. Grant recipients were: 

Village Plan Steering Group  £1500 towards analysis of questionnaire 
Memorial Hall – Charfield    £1750 towards new POS system & notice board 
Charfield Cricket Club    £50 towards upgrade of mower / equipment 
Charfield Youth Group    £300 towards cooking projects 
1st Woodend Scout Group    £200 towards scout equipment 
Charfield Tennis Club    £50 donation towards operating costs 
Luncheon Club / Transport Scheme  £200 donation towards operating costs 
Charfield Amateur Dramatics  £300 towards cost of printing 
Charfield OOSC    £50 towards craft materials 
S Gloucestershire CAB   £100 towards ongoing operational costs 
World Challenge Group   £160 towards trip 
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(The difference is made up of £1010 that was donated to Youth Group following a grant 

received from Merlin and monies left following clearing all Diamond Jubilee bills went as agreed to 

Memorial Hall) 

4. A sheet outlining our projected budgetary expenditure for the current financial year is also here 

should anyone wish to know Parish Council plans in more detail. The main items other than 

administration are £6,000 to Memorial Hall towards their on-going programme of refurbishment and 

£4000 set aside for youth support following S Gloucestershire’s total withdrawal from Rural Youth 

Services.  

Any questions welcome – or if they are detailed – I would be happy to find answers and get back to 

you! 

Hannah Saunders, Clerk & RFO 
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Appendix 3 – Presentation (available as Ppt document if you are interested in full presentation). 

 


