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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 8th February 2022 in Charfield Village Hall, Sportsman’s Lounge 

commencing at 7.30pm 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Cllr. M. Rosher, Cllr. S. Ashe, Cllr. J. Ashe, Cllr. J. Law, Cllr. N. Newns and Cllr. T. 
Parker. 
South Gloucestershire Councillor: Cllr. J. O’Neill 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
 

Public: No members of the public were present 
 Action 

12108/22   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
Apologies were received and noted from Cllrs. Glasgow, Peaster and Threlfall.  It was 
RESOLVED to accept the reasons.  All Agreed.  

 

  

12109/22   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
None received.  
  

12110/22   Public Participation  
There was no public participation.  
  

12111/22   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. S. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Parker seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of 
the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 11th January 2022 as a true 
and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman signed the minutes. 

 

  

12112/22   Clerk’s Report  
The two free Oak saplings had been received from The Honourable Company of 
Gloucestershire.  Pending a decision on where these should be planted, they have been planted 
into large pots and protected from recent frosts – the saplings were showing signs of budding.  
The Clerk understands the Village Hall may like one of them – this is to be confirmed. 

 

  

SGC is currently undertaking a county-wide survey of playing pitches and outdoor sports 
facilities which would result in the production of a Playing Pitch Strategy and Outdoor Sport 
Strategy for South Gloucestershire.  The survey would identify local needs and would inform 
decisions on future strategic planning and any investment priorities for provision across the 
authority.  As Charfield Parish Council did not own, nor was responsible for any outdoor sport 
facilities, the Clerk advised SGC should contact the Village Hall Trustees. 

 

  

There still appears to be a number of snagging issues at the Bellway development – residents 
were having difficulties trying to get the developer to address the problems, mainly to do with the 
open spaces.  It would also appear that the management company has changed from Wise 
Estates to Alexandra Faulkner Partnership 

 

  

The Clerk advised correspondence had been received regarding the condition of the footpath 
from Katherine Close to the playing field.  Parish Councillors discussed the correspondence and 
had undertaken a review of the footpath surface.  In the opinion of the Parish Council there was 
currently no health and safety problem with the surface.  Photographs had been taken and the 
footpath would be monitored.  The Clerk was asked to respond accordingly.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

12113/22   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
Pedestrian Crossing (Barratt development) – SGC had advised it could not carry out the Road 
Safety Audit as twelve months’ worth of data was needed.  The crossing had not yet been 
adopted by SGC.  Cllr. O’Neill had made SGC aware of the serious concerns of residents about 
the safety of this crossing.  SGC would be installing a double cowl on top of the Belisha beacon, 
however there was a twelve-week delivery delay.  Charfield Parish Councillors again expressed 
their concern over the safety of the crossing.  

 

  

M5, J14 – Highways England had officially requested another six-month deferment on any 
decision to alter the junction.  Cllr. O’Neill reported that the CEG Liaison Officer had contacted 
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him for an update.  It would appear CEG is concerned about ongoing Planning Appeals for 
major developments in surrounding areas and the perception that the area is becoming 
overdeveloped.  CEG also expressed concerns that their application could be refused, and the 
Bloor application could be accepted.  Cllr. O’Neill reiterated that vigorous objections would be 
made to both applications. 
  

Cllr. O’Neill had forwarded information to Charfield Parish Council regarding the Fusion Power 
bid.  There is a strong chance this project will happen due to the deep-water channel at Oldbury.  
The main area where fusion research is being conducted is in Oxford.  This project would have 
a significant impact on our area, with the suggestion of up to 30,000 new jobs being created.  
However, the project would probably not be up and running until 2040. 

 

  

Cllr. O’Neill had forwarded information relating to the scheduled replacement of Cats Eyes along 
the B4058 between Iron Acton and Charfield.  The work would commence in March and begin at 
the Iron Acton end of the Wotton Road.   

 

  

Referring back to the pedestrian crossing outside the Barratt development, Cllrs. discussed and 
agreed the crossing was a road safety issue that could not easily be solved.  Charfield Parish 
Councillors were of the opinion there were two possible solutions – replace the crossing with a 
footbridge at the rear of the two developments or construct a footpath along the front of Warners 
Court to the two Yew trees then behind the TPO’d trees and out onto the Bellway green space.  
The footpath option would require the compulsory purchase of land to the front of Warners 
Court.  Cllr. O’Neill agreed to speak with SGC officers about these ideas. 

 

  

12114/22   Planning Applications  
It was RESOLVED to comment upon the following planning applications -   
  

a) P22/00182/F | Erection of two storey side extension to provide additional living 
accommodation | 23 Farm Lees, Charfield, GL12 8JA | NO OBJECTIONS - to comment the 
Parish Council entirely supports the comments of the SGC Sustainable Transport Officer.   

 

  

b) P22/00393/F | Erection of 1 no. dwelling and detached garage block with parking and 
associated works (resubmission of P21/07512/F) | 66 Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8SR | 
NO OBJECTIONS, but to request that SGC ensure the drainage channel between the old 
cottages and the new dwelling is designed to ensure appropriate drainage. 

 

  

c) P22/00553/PNA | Prior notification of the intention to erect 1 no agricultural building for the 
storage of fodder and wood | Land at Gray Cottage, The Drive, Charfield, GL12 8HX | NO 
OBJECTIONS. 

 

  

12115/22   Planning Decisions  
The following planning decisions were noted -   
  

a. P21/06946/RVC | Variation to condition 1 to extend the time period in which the recycled 
aggregate facility operates (PK16/5217/MW) | RMC Aggregates, Wickwar Quarry, The 
Downs, Wickwar | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

b. P21/07743/F | Erection of 1 no detached garage.  Erection of a single storey front/side 
extension to form additional living accommodation | Shandles, The Drive, Charfield, GL12 
8HX | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

c. P21/06205/F | Erection of 2 no. accommodation blocks, associated storage portacabin and 
weather shelter over existing tennis courts | HM Prison Leyhill, Tortworth Road, Tortworth, 
GL12 8BT | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

12116/22   Planning Enforcement  
COM/21/0158/OD – Pin Mill – The Clerk had again contact SGC Planning Enforcement.  This 
matter was first reported to SGC in March 2021 – some ten months ago.  SGC visited the site in 
May 2021 and agreed the rubbish had to be removed.  The owner was given six weeks to 
comply.  The Clerk contacted SGC at the end of the six-week period in July and again in 
September and November.  It would appear that the amount of rubbish was not increasing, but 
the Parish Council were, nevertheless, extremely disappointed that an Enforcement Officer had 
not yet been appointed.  The Clerk would continue to chase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Kirona 312599 – Underhill Road.  The Clerk reported unauthorised vehicular crossing of the 
verge and footpath to SGC Streetcare in December 2021.  SGC confirmed these activities were 
not permitted and advised the owner accordingly.  Subsequently a planning application was 
received from the owner seeking permission to do so.  SGC refused the permission.  It has been 
brought to the attention of the Parish Council that the owner is still crossing the verge and 
footpath.  The Clerk would contact SGC to report damage to the verge. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

12117/22   Reports of Meetings  
Cllr. Parker reported he had had a chance conversation with a Wessex Water employee who 
had been taking samples at the treatment works on Swinhay Lane about available information in 
connection with any discharges into the Little Avon River.  The employee had confirmed such 
information was readily available via the Wessex Water website.  Cllr. Parker also reported a 
conversation he had had with members of Charfield Angling Club who had recently been 
undertaking clearance works along the river.  The Angling Club reported that the condition of the 
river is actually very good, and they have data relating to discharges.  Cllr. Parker had 
suggested to the Club they come along to a Parish Council meeting to introduce themselves – 
the Parish Council would be supportive of their river clearance works. 

 
 
Clerk 

  

Cllr. Rosher had attended a recent on-line TRAPP’d meeting.  Discussions at that meeting 
included information (obtained via an FOI request) that SGC planners had been opposed to the 
inclusion of certain locations as Strategic Development Sites (which included Charfield); the 
Buckover development seemed very real; Bristol City Council still required SGC to take more 
housing to cover demand.  Cllr. Toby Savage and Cllr. Claire Young had attended the meeting. 

 

  

12118/22   Charfield Burial Ground  
The Clerk had confirmed with the contractor that all works had now been completed.  The 
contractor has made good the grass around the new structure.  There was a minor overspend of 
£159 on the reconstituted flagstones.  Charfield Parish Council was extremely happy with the 
new structure which would be a tremendous asset to the Burial Ground.  Cllrs. discussed 
erecting guttering etc and would investigate the possibility of collecting rainwater from the 
structure roof and channelling it further down the incline into a butt.  Cllrs. would also consider 
further landscaping works at the top of the burial ground in order to reuse some of the stone.  
The Clerk had contacted the insurance company to include the new structure on the insurance 
policy – a response was awaited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

It was RESOLVED to approve the application for the placing of an ashes memorial tablet for the 
late Mr. Wayne Saunders.  All Agreed. 

 

  

12119/22   Charfield Youth Project CIO  
Cllr. Newns provided a verbal update.  Unfortunately, the Youth Project had been suspended 
until 1st March 2022 pending the employment of qualified Youth Leaders.  A number of 
candidates had applied, and three offers had been made.  A local business had offered to 
financially support one of the Youth Leaders for a year.  The Parish Council acknowledged the 
excellent work the Youth Project is doing and hoped the situation would be rectified soon. 

 

  

12120/22   Charfield Railway Station – Re-Opening  
There appeared to be a hiatus in progress now the consultation period had closed.  Cllr. O’Neill 
had kept residents up to date via the village forum and residents had periodically communicated 
with the PC sharing their electronic correspondence with WECA, SGC and our Member of 
Parliament.  Disappointment was expressed in our MP’s lack of engagement with his 
constituents in Charfield in representing their views about the station re-opening but had been 
very vocal in fighting development in Yate.  Cllrs. considered that the re-opening of the station 
would be a development for the north of South Gloucestershire, not for Charfield.  The re-
opening would allow developers to state there was suitable infrastructure to allow residents to 
get to and from work, even though the recent COVID-19 pandemic had changed working 
patterns.  Cllrs. also noted that in recent correspondence shared by a resident, SGC insisted 
that the railway development did not correspond with any development at Hill House Farm.  The 
fact this point was made in recent correspondence suggests that the developer had had 
discussions with SGC – by saying that these are two separate issues suggests that 
conversations had been going on.  Cllrs. agreed that even though there was a pause in the 
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process, their stance would continue to be that of resistance to the station development.  As and 
when a formal application is received, the Parish Council would make every effort to ensure the 
opinion of Charfield Parish Council and its residents were heard. 
  

12121/22   Charfield Village Hall & Playing Fields CIO  
The Clerk reported that an issue had been encountered in connection with the transfer of the 
title deeds to the new CIO due to the old Charity having been dissolved before the transfer could 
be affected.  Where a Custodian Trustee (in this case Charfield Parish Council) transfers 
property on behalf of a beneficiary (in this case the former Memorial Hall Charity), it was usual 
for the beneficiary to sign the transfer deed to ensure there were no potential claims for 
breaching the terms of the property trust – e.g., where Charfield Parish Council had not act in 
the best interest of the former charity. 

 

  

As the old charity no longer existed, it was not possible for those trustees to sign the transfer.  
However, it was possible to proceed with only the Custodian Trustee (Charfield Parish Council) 
and the new Hall CIO signing.  It would just mean that the Managing Trustee (the former charity) 
would not have signed, and so there would not be the usual evidence of them authorising the 
transfer of the property. 

 

  

However, as most of the old charity trustees were involved in the new Hall CIO there was a clear 
understanding that all parties were in agreement to proceed with the transfer.  The Parish 
Council was acting upon lawful instruction from the new CIO and had undertaken due diligence 
by obtaining an up-to-date valuation of the land, advertising the disposal of the title deeds via 
public notice in the Wotton Times, thereby complying with the Parish Council’s obligation (as 
Custodian Trustee), and in accordance with Section 127 of the Local Government Act 1972.  
Following discussion, it was RESOLVED this was a low-risk transaction and the Parish Council 
would sign the new Land Registry TR1 form (provided by Veale, Wasborough Vizzard LLP).  All 
Agreed.  The TR1 form was therefore signed by Cllrs. Law and Newns, witnessed by the Clerk. 

 

  

12122/22   Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies & Procedures  
The Clerk had reviewed the current adopted Standing Orders and Financial Regulations – there 
were no legislative changes to be made.  It was RESOLVED to remove the Burial Ground 
COVID-19 Procedure adopted during the pandemic as there was no longer such requirements 
for social distancing etc.  All Agreed. 

 
Clerk 

  

The Clerk presented Cllrs. with wording for a new Standing Order which would permit the Parish 
Council to invoke a Scheme of Delegation should there ever be another emergency situation 
which prevented physical meetings and legislation was not put in place permitting on-line 
meetings.  Following discussions, it was agreed the wording of the new SO be amended and re-
presented to Cllrs. for their approval.   

Clerk 

  

12123/22   Climate, Ecology and Biodiversity  
Cllrs. considered the recommendation of the SGC Sustainable Transport Officer in relation to 
planning application P22/00182/F.  It was RESOLVED to adopt this recommendation and 
include it in future planning application comments where development involves extension or 
expansion of a property.  All Agreed.   

 

  

“If recommended for approval, Charfield Parish Council would request the development to 
provide electric vehicle charging in line with South Gloucestershire Council’s emerging EV 
policy, which is for all individual dwellings with one or more dedicated parking spaces or garage 
to include provision for 7Kw (32 amp) charging infrastructure suitable for charging an electric or 
other ultra-low emission vehicle. These items should be fully approved by South Gloucestershire 
Council before use. To this end, Charfield Parish Council would recommend that appropriate 
conditions are imposed on any planning permission granted for this site to ensure that this takes 
place”.  

 

  

12124/22   Planting Licence – Wotton Road  
The bench at the bus stop on Wotton Road/New Street junction had been vandalised again.  All 
that now remained was one end of the bench.  The bus stop and verge are the responsibility of 
SGC.  Last year, Charfield Parish Council approached SGC asking to take on the ‘planting 
licence’ in order to replace the bench and erect a bus stop shelter. 
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When the original planting licence was sent through it identified that no holes could be 
excavated deeper than 450mm.  This was contrary to the SGC bus stop specification which 
identified that holes should be at least 700mm deep.  The Clerk had contacted SGC to query 
this – a response was awaited.   

 

  

The Clerk was requested to contact SGC to see if they would transfer ownership of the verge 
and bus stop to the Parish Council, rather than grant a planting licence. 

Clerk 

  

12125/22   Financial Matters  
a) The Clerk reported the following balances.    
  

 Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 450 dated 1st Feb 2022)  
 Business Reserve (1) £  14,412.78 (Statement No. 238 dated 3rd Dec 2021)  
 Business Reserve (2) £167,491.42 (Statement No. 345 dated 1st Feb 2022)  
  

b) A copy of the Receipts & Payments Account as of 8th February 2021 had been provided to 
Cllrs.  This reflected receipts and payments against the 2021/22 budget and all accounts for 
payment presented under agenda item 19.   

 

  

c) It was RESOLVED to make the following virements – £159 from Earmarked CIL into the 
current year CIL budget category to cover a minor overspend on the flagstones for the Burial 
Ground Oak Structure and £1,386 from Grants/Donations into Clerk’s Salary/PAYE to cover 
staff costs to the end of this financial year.  All Agreed. 

 

  

d) The defibrillator SLC with South West Ambulance Service was due for renewal in May 2022.  
The cost had been advised as £1,800 for the first unit and £1,000 for the second unit (plus 
VAT).  Cllrs. felt this was expensive and agreed to defer a decision until more information 
had been received. 

 

  

e) It was agreed to defer signing an amended SO Bank Mandate for the Clerk’s salary.  
  

12126/22   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts for payment in February 2022 – all invoices had been 
verified -  

 

Payee Chq No. Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary £863.21 £0.00 £863.21 

Mrs. P. Evans 3070 Salary Underpayment £219.05 £0.00 £219.05 

HMRC 3066 Tax & NI £286.62 £0.00 £286.62 

Royal Mail 3067 Business Replies £4.21 £0.84 £5.05 

Ogi 3068 Business Licences £139.86 £27.97 £167.83 

Chappell & Dix 3069 Oak Structure (Final) £4,279.99 £856.00 £5,135.99 

      £5,792.94 £884.81 £6,677.75 
 

 

  

Cllr. S. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED that both the February 2022 
accounts be paid.  All Agreed.  Cllrs. Law and Rosher would sign the cheques.  

 

  

12127/22  Councillors Open Forum  
Cllr. Rosher advised Cllrs. of his recent personal blog on ‘Privatisation of Place’.    

 
 

This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 21:35 hrs. 
 
 

Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be 
held on Tuesday 8th March 2022 at 7:30pm in the Sportsman’s Lounge.   
 

 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         

 
 


