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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 12th October 2021 in Charfield Village Hall, Sportsman’s Lounge 

commencing at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Cllr. M. Rosher, Cllr. J. Law, Cllr. N. Newns, Cllr. J. Ashe, Cllr. P. Peaster,  
Cllr. S. Ashe 
South Gloucestershire Councillor:  Cllr J. O’Neill 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
Public: Two members of the public were present 
 Action 

12054/21   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
Apologies were received, noted, and accepted from Cllrs. Parker, Glasgow and Threlfall.  Cllr 
Glasgow would join the meeting for agenda item 13. 

 

  

12055/21   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
There were no declarations of interest.  
  

12056/21   Public Participation  
The two members of the public present addressed Parish Councillors in connection with plans to 
re-open Charfield Railway Station.  One resident had made Freedom of Information requests to 
South Gloucestershire Council to see documents used to substantiate their decision to use the 
specific site for the car park.  SGC had refused to adequately answer this FOI request which 
had now been referred to the ICO and accepted for investigation.  The resident was happy to 
keep the Parish Council informed going forward.  In their communications with SGC the resident 
had deliberately not taken a personal approach to their FOI request but had looked at it from a 
tax-payers point of view, and was of the opinion that alternatives had simply not been 
considered. 

 

  

One resident felt that the plans for the re-opened station looked more like the modern Bristol 
Parkway building rather than a village station and objected to them due to their impact and 
scale.  It appeared that the new station and car park has been designed with the clear intention 
of allowing access to certain fields which in turn could provide for further housing development.  
The resident had also written to Luke Hall MP and WECA asking specific questions and to date 
had managed to glean some bits of information.  The resident would be interested to know the 
outcome of the Fighting for Charfield questionnaire.  Residents of Station Road had been 
communicating informally about the proposed re-opening plans. 

 

  

Cllr. O’Neill confirmed that the Environmental Impact Assessment and Scoping Assessment 
were normally sorted out internally at SGC.  Cllr. O’Neill had met with the project officer of the 
Greenway project and details are still being kept under wraps.  Jacobs and Network Rail have 
been tasked with delivering a scheme and the outline business case (£1.8m spent so far) is 
currently with WECA.  The first that Cllr. O’Neill had known about the location of the proposed 
car park was when a resident alerted him to markings and activities on the land. 

 

  

During Public Participation discussions, incredulity was expressed that the lead organisation, ie 
Charfield Parish Council had not been involved in the initial discussions about such a major 
infrastructure project – Liaison Groups had been initiated for the recent housing developments, 
so why not for the railway station re-opening?  This gave the impression that the Parish Council 
and residents could only ‘listen at the door’ rather than be engaged.  It was highlighted that 
Charfield now had an adopted Neighbourhood Plan which must be taken into consideration.  It 
was acknowledged that the location/site of the proposed car park suggests another 
development is being planned.   It appeared to everyone that very detailed plans appear to have 
been drawn up when considering this was currently an outline business case.  Cllr. O’Neill had 
reiterated to SGC that there would be a mixed reaction unless a deliverable solution could be 
achieved to prevent parking on the streets – the community of Charfield would simply not accept 
that. 
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There were discussions on the frequency of use of a new railway station.  In the Jacobs letter, it 
mentions a capture area of approximately 14,000 houses, but how many of those were within 
the Cam and Yate catchment area?  Without the new station being used on a daily basis, the 
actual cost to benefit ratio must be queried. 

 

  

The Parish Council acknowledged the two residents present had done a tremendous amount of 
work in obtaining information about the plans for the re-opening.  Going forward, if the Parish 
Council received any meaningful information, they would forward this to the residents 
concerned.  It was also acknowledged that until Highways England sort out the M5 J14 
problems, there would continue to be congestion and traffic flow issues. 

 

  

It was noted that the public consultation was due to go ‘live’ next Tuesday 19th October 2021.  
Charfield Parish Councillors agreed they had been rebuffed by SGC which was hugely 
frustrating and disappointing, and so it was vitally important that residents have their say during 
the public consultation.  The two residents present expressed an interest in being part of a 
Liaison Group but would first like to know the terms of reference for such a Group.  

 

  

12057/21   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr J. Ashe proposed, Cllr. S. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of 
the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 14th September 2021 as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman signed the minutes. 

 

  

12058/21   To receive the Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk had previously circulated a copy of her report, a copy of which is appended to these 
minutes. 

 

  

12059/21   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
Cllr. O’Neill had received information that the public consultation for the railway station re-
opening could start on 19th October 2021.  It would be a twelve-week public consultation with 
two roadshow events being held at the Memorial Hall. 

 

  

The recent Greenway meeting had focussed discussions on the route issues at the Tollhouse 
junction.  One possibility to overcome problems would be the installation of a signalised junction.  
Although the majority of funding for the project would come from the CEG and Bloor 
developments, a ‘Plan B’ needed to be formulated.  A suggestion was made at the meeting that 
the KLB school bus could be under threat as the new Greenway could be considered as a safe 
walking/cycling route to the school.  Cllr. O’Neill and Charfield Parish Councillors agreed that as 
parts of the Greenway route ran behind high hedges and across fields, there was no way it 
could be considered ‘safe’ for children to use alone and therefore not a replacement for the 
school bus service. 

 

  

The planning application for the electric car factory had been submitted to Stroud District 
Council.  Cllr. O’Neill had asked that Charfield Parish Council and South Gloucestershire 
Council be included in the consultation process. 

 

  

In connection with the damage to the Belisha beacon cause by a lorry exiting right out of the 
Barratt site, SGC were carrying out a risk assessment of the crossing and were still considering 
the viability of the whole crossing.  Charfield Parish Councillors requested that SGC ensure the 
beacon is shrouded when replaced. 

 

  

Cllr. O’Neill was liaising with SGC Planning Enforcement regarding the lighting issue at the Spar 
shop on Manor Lane.  Condition 1 of the planning permission required that the 3 no. trough 
lights at the front of the shop should be disabled – this has not happened, and the lights are on 
24/7. 

 

  

Parish Councillors noted that the gazebos erected to the front of the Spar to provide shelter 
during the COVID-19 pandemic were still in situ.  It was agreed the Parish Council would keep 
an eye on this situation. 
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12060/21   Planning Applications  
a. P21/06293/F | Erection of a single storey rear and side extension to garage to facilitate 

conversion into ancillary annexe | 34 Manor Lane, Charfield, GL12 8TA | NO OBJECTIONS. 
However, the Parish Council, mindful of the potential for subsequent changes to the 
dwelling, requests Conditions that the annexe remains permanently part of 34 Manor Lane, 
and cannot be separately hired out, rented or otherwise independently occupied. 

 

  

b. P21/06435/F | Erection of two storey side extension to form additional living accommodation 
| Rowan Court, Charfield Green, Charfield, GL12 8SZ | NO OBJECTIONS. 

 

  

c. S.20/0887/FUL | Residential development of 54 dwellings with supporting infrastructure and 
enabling works including: new vehicular access off Wickwar Road (including the demolition 
of 24 Wickwar Road), public open space, landscaping and drainage infrastructure | Land at 
Cloverlea Barn, Wickwar Road, Kingswood, Gloucestershire | NO COMMENTS, but to thank 
Stroud District Council for being given the opportunity to comment. 

 

  

d. P21/06563/F | Erection of second storey extension over existing garage to form additional 
living accommodation | 21 Farm Lees, Charfield, GL12 8JA | NO OBJECTIONS. 

 

  

e. P21/03037/F | Installation of 2 no. front and 1 no. rear dormer windows to facilitate loft 
conversion (resubmission of P20/23847/F) | Pound View, Churchend Lane, GL12 8LJ | NO 
OBJECTIONS. 

 

  

12061/21   Planning Decisions & Other Matters   
The following planning decision was noted -   
  

a. P21/05530/F | Erection of single storey rear extension to form additional living accommodation | 31 
Durham Road, Charfield, GL12 8TH | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

12062/21   Planning Enforcement Matters  
COM/21/0276/OD – The Pin Mill - The Clerk had emailed SGC Planning Enforcement again on 
23rd September 2021 and was advised the Officer in charge of the investigation had left.  A new 
Officer was being appointed and would be in touch as soon as possible.  Additionally, Cllr. 
Rosher had supplied up to date photographic evidence that the pile of scrap meal was still in 
situ. 

 

  

Cllr. O’Neill was taking forward the Planning Enforcement issue regarding Condition 1 attached 
to the planning permission P20/17298/ADV (7-8 Avon Road) in that the three fascia signs have 
not been disabled.  

 

  

Although not a Planning Enforcement issue per se, it was noted that top soil had been removed 
from the Barratts development and deposited on parts of the Bellway development to help with 
levelling-up.   

 

  

12063/21   Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan  
The Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan had been formally adopted by South 
Gloucestershire Council at full cabinet meeting on 22nd September 2021.  The CNDP Steering 
Team had been congratulated by SGC.  The Clerk had sent emails of congratulations to all 
those involved and formally acknowledged the tremendous effort of everyone in the forthcoming 
CHADRA article.  The Parish Council would think about plans to formally thank all those 
involved. 

 

  

12064/21   Reports of Meetings  
There was nothing to report.  
  

12065/21   Charfield Burial Ground  
All in order.  The wildflower area would soon be topped.  
  

a. Cllr. J. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve a 40% 
deposit payment (£5,381.70 plus VAT) to the contractor for the installation of the Oak 
Structure.  All Agreed. 
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b. Cllr. Peaster proposed, Cllr. J. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the 
application to introduce a memorial/headstone into Charfield Burial Ground in connection 
with the late Mr. T. Davis as per the drawings supplied by the memorial mason.  All Agreed. 

 

  

12066/21   Charfield Youth Project CIO  
Cllr. Glasgow reported that the Youth Project Leader was leaving the CIO on 12th October, and 
the Deputy Leader would be leaving within the new few weeks.  Advertising for both 
replacements had already taken place, with interviews on 20th October.  Interviewees had been 
invited along to the 19th October sessions to see how they were run.  It was also reported that 
practically the entire Year 6 of Charfield Primary School had joined the Youth Project.  The 
Group had now outgrown the Sportsman’s Lounge so the CIO were continuing to investigate the 
possibility of a new building elsewhere in the village. 

 

  

12067/21   Charfield Village Hall & Playing Fields CIO  
The Parish Council’s solicitors had forwarded the final copy of the Land Registry TR1 form for 
formal signing.  As witnessed by the Clerk, Cllrs. Law and Newns signed the TR1 form on behalf 
of the Parish Council (minute reference 11898/21 refers to the previous resolution).  The Clerk 
would forward the form back to VWV.  This was in effect the final concluding part of the formal 
transfer of the title of the land. 

 

  

12068/21   2021 Remembrance Sunday  
The Clerk reported that road closure notifications had been delivered to all those addressed 
impacted.  The Clerk had also spoken with the Barratt sales office staff and The Bridge Café.  
Cllr. Glasgow had confirmed the Luncheon Club would provide the refreshments before the 
Procession.  The Scouts had confirmed they would be attending this year.  Someone was 
needed to read out the names of the Fallen.  It was agreed that the Clerk would arrange for the 
usual ‘road closed’ signs, plus additional road barriers, ‘road ahead closed’ signage for the top 
of Charfield Hill and some road cones to section off the bus stop layby by the school. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

12069/21   Charfield Railway Station  
In addition to the discussions during Public Participation, Parish Councillors discussed the 
location, size and layout of the proposed car park.  Cllrs expressed disbelief that SGC, Network 
Rail and WECA believed that by building a new railway station in the village, the public would 
not use their cars to get to it.  Charfield Parish Councillors were of the opinion that this major 
infrastructure project was probably a fait accompli.   

 

  

Charfield Parish Councillors agreed to canvass the electorate of Charfield and send out a 
letter/questionnaire to each household to ascertain the overall opinion of residents - the 
questionnaire would be a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’.  The letter would state the Parish Council was 
seeking guidance in how to respond and react to the public consultation and give a balance view 
of both the benefits and disadvantages.  The Parish Council would ensure that as much 
information as possible was disseminated to Charfield residents via the Parish Council website 
and village forum and encourage residents’ engagement with the public consultation as it would 
have a major impact. 

 

  

12070/21   Climate & Ecological Emergency Bill  
Cllr. Rosher had circulated information in connection with the climate & Ecological Emergency 
Bill.  This was a Private Members Bill, brought by Caroline Lucas of the Green Party and was 
being actively supported by some MPs, Councils, organisations, and individuals.  Cllr. S. Ashe 
proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED that Charfield Parish Council would sign 
up. 

 

  

12071/21   Financial Matters  
a) The Clerk reported the following balances.    
  

 Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 446 dated 1st Oct 2021)  
 Business Reserve (1) £  14,412.42 (Statement No. 235 dated 3rd Sept 2021)  
 Business Reserve (2) £258,307.21 (Statement No. 341 dated 1st Oct 2021)  
  

b) A copy of the Receipts & Payments Account on 12th October 2021 had been provided to 
Cllrs.  This reflected receipts and payments against the 2021/22 budget.   
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c) The Clerk advised that PKF Littlejohn had completed the annual external audit of the 2020-
2021 accounts – no issues had been highlighted.  Charfield Parish Council therefore formally 
noted the Notice of Conclusion of Audit, which had been uploaded to the Parish Council web 
site. 

 

  

d) The Parish Council noted receipt of the second tranche of the 2021-2022 Precept of £31,000 
which had been received into the Business Reserve (2) bank account on 30th September 
2021. 

 

  

e) Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED to vire £19,078 from 
the 2021-2022 CIL Earmarked Reserves budget into the CIL budget to cover the entire cost 
of the Burial Ground Oak Structure.  All Agreed. 

 

  
f) Cllr. S. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED to vire £6,054 from 

the 2021-2022 Youth Group Earmarked Reserves to the Youth Group budget to cover the 
second tranche of financial support, due in November.  All Agreed. 

 

  

12072/21   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts to be paid having previously verified them as 
accurate. 

 

Payee 
Chq 

No. 
Description 

Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

Chappell & Dix 3045 Burial Ground Oak Structure £5,381.70 £1,076.34 £6,458.04 

HMRC 3046 Tax & NI £285.62 £0.00 £285.62 

Mrs. P. Evans 3047 Salary (Difference) £219.05 £0.00 £219.05 

ALCA 3048 Clerk's Training - CiLCA £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 

      £6,779.53 £1,076.34 £7,855.87 
 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED that the above accounts be 
paid.  All Agreed.  Cllrs. Law and Newns would sign the cheques.  

 

  

12073/21  Councillors Open Forum  
It was noted that some walkers using the field behind Manor Lane were not keeping to the 
designated PROW across the field and were walking along the boundary hedge/fences 
immediately adjoining Manor Lane properties.  This was causing disturbance to residents of 
Manor Lane.  A polite prompt would be put on the PC web site and village forum reminding 
walkers to keep to the designated PROW. 

 

  

The Clerk would make enquiries with the Burial Ground Oak Structure contractor to see if they 
would be interested in refurbishing the Manor Lane notice board.  The Clerk would also 
investigate the cost of a replacement.  At the appropriate time, the Clerk would make enquiries 
of the Co-Op to see if they would install a public notice board on their new building.  

 
 
Clerk 

 
 
 

This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 20:59 hrs. 
 
 
 

Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be 
held on Tuesday 9th November 2021 at 7:30pm in the Sportsman’s Lounge.   
 

 

 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         
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Clerk’s Report 

Presented to the Parish Council Meeting on 12th October 2021 
 
1. The Parish Council was contacted by a metal detectorist asking for permission to use Parish 

Council land.  The Clerk advised that the PC did not own any land in the parish, apart from the 
burial ground, which for obvious reasons would not be allowed to be used for that purpose. 
 

2. The Clerk reported the damaged Belisha Beacon to the SGC emergency team following the 
accident at 17:00hrs on 22nd September 2021 – SGC Streetcare reference 1723142.  Cllr Rosher 
provided the Clerk with the driver’s insurance details and photographs which were forwarded to 
SGC.  The remains of the Beacon have been taped off. 

 
3. The Clerk attended some on-line CiLCA training on 17th September 2021 – this training session 

was a mandatory session for Clerks aspiring to complete the new portfolio. 
 

4. SGC has created a new role - Community Conversations Officer.  It would appear this new position 
is to facilitate the sharing of community information such as community projects, groups and events. 

 
5. The Clerk contacted the SGC Officer responsible for the ‘Charfield Guide’ as discussed at the 

September 2021 meeting and pointed out there were also allotments on the Bellway development 
(Falcon Road), and a burial ground adjacent to St. James Church on Churchend Lane. 

 
6. The Clerk has again contacted the War Memorials Trust to seek advice on the appropriate level of 

cleaning for the Charfield War Memorial.  WMT advised they only have two Conservation Officers 
covering the whole of the UK, therefore there may be a time delay. 

 
7. It was reported to the Clerk that the defibrillator unit on Manor Lane looked as though it was 

missing.  The Clerk has yet to clarify the situation.  Additionally, the SWAS person who used to 
undertake the monthly checks has left the service.  Therefore, two new ‘Guardians’ need to be 
recruited.  The Clerk will progress this. 

 


