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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 13th July 2021 in Charfield Village Hall, Sportsman’s Lounge 

commencing at 7.30pm 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Cllr. M. Rosher, Cllr. N. Newns and Cllr. P. Peaster 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
Public: Three members of the public were present 
 Action 

12010/21   Cllr. Attendance  
Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
recommendations of the virtual Informal Working Party (vIWP) of 6th July 2021.  All Agreed. 

 

  

12011/21   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
There were no apologies for absence.  
  

12012/21   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
There were no declarations of interest.  
  

12013/21   Public Participation  
Members of the public present addressed Parish Councillors regarding the activities of Charfield 
Youth Group.  Discussions included confusion around room bookings – who had booked which 
room and for which dates. 

 

  

12014/21   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Peaster seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of 
the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 8th June 2021 as a true and 
accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.   

 

  

12015/21   To Approve the Notes of the vIWP held on 6th July 2021  
Cllr. Peaster proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the notes of 
the vIWP held on 6th July 2021 as a true and accurate record of recommendations made.  All 
Agreed. 

 

  

12016/21   To receive the Clerk’s Report  
As recommended by the vIWP, the Clerk’s report from 6th July 2021 was noted as below -   
  

Much of the preceding month has been spent ensuring all required documents were submitted 
to PKF Littlejohn in good time and uploaded to the PC web site.  This included information 
relating to Annual Returns going back to 2017. 

 

  

Time has been spent searching for a Valuer in connection with the CIO land transfer.  
  

Overgrown footpaths (as reported to the Clerk by residents) have been reported either to SGC 
or Network Rail. 

 

  

A ‘thank you’ card was received from GWAA following the PC’s £2,000 donation, together with 
an open invitation to visit the station.  The Clerk will arrange a visit for those Cllrs interested after 
16th July 2021. 

 

  

An enquiry was received from Wickwar PC asking how the new café in the village came about 
as part of the ongoing development in Charfield.  The Clerk responded advising that the café 
was a personal planning application made by the owners of the land and was not part of the 
Barratt development. 

 

  

The Clerk prepared the article for the next CHADRA edition – this was approved by Cllrs.  The 
deadline for the next edition is 30th September 2021. 

 

  

The forthcoming A38/Falfield road closure was advertised on the village Facebook forum.  
Another road closure of Swinhay Lane has also been received.  The Clerk has begun keeping a 
simple spreadsheet of what/where/when roads in the Parish will be closed. 
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Thornbury and Oldbury Neighbourhood Development Plans were current out for consultation.  
Charfield Parish Council did not feel the need to comment 

 

  

12017/21   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
As recommended by the vIWP, Cllr. O’Neill’s report from 6th July 2021 was noted -   
  

Regarding the recent RTA, it was noted that speeding had not been a factor.  The SGC Road 
Safety Team were engaging with the primary school.  SGC Officers were considering the 
installation of a light controlled pedestrian crossing at that point – a public consultation would 
need to take place.  Cllrs. discussed the merits and disadvantages of a crossing, particularly in 
relation to visibility, the railway bridge and road junctions along this stretch of road. 

 

  

The re-opening of Charfield Station was on track with Stage Four of the process having been 
completed.  An application had been made to WECA for funding to formulate the walking/cycling 
strategy, which was taking time, but was expected to be ready in September.  It was 
emphasised that the Parish Council and Charfield residents should respond to consultations. 

 

  

The demolition of the Fews building had begun.  It had become evident that the recently erected 
boundary fence would have to be removed to enable access to the new Co-Op car park. 

 

  

The developer of 66 Wotton Road had exercised part of the approved planning permission for 
one dwelling in that the property (66 Wotton Road) had been demolished.  This had left the 
adjoining properties in a poor state with water ingress into their dwellings.  SGC Planning 
Officers had been advised as urgent action was required to stop deterioration of the adjoining 
properties. 

 

  

There had been a string of comments on the village Facebook forum regarding the condition of 
St. James Churchyard on Churchend Lane.  As a closed churchyard, SGC is responsible for the 
grass cutting. 

 

  

12018/21   Planning Applications  
Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr Newns seconded, and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
recommendations of the vIWP on 6th July 2021.  All Agreed.   

 

  

P21/04134/F | Erection of a two-storey side and rear extension to form additional living 
accommodation | 152 Manor Lane, Charfield, GL12 8TW | TO OBJECT – Overdevelopment of 
the site – this application produces a four/five bedroomed home from a three bedroomed 
dwelling on quite a small existing footprint.  The Parish Council is concerned this will result in 
excessive on-street parking in a location where there is already congestion.  The development 
effectively removes a garage space by extending the kitchen into it, leaving only the driveway for 
all the resident’s cars. 

 

  

P21/04182/F | Erection of a single storey rear and side extension to form additional living 
accommodation | 52 Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8TG | NO COMMENTS. 

 

  

P21/04677/F | Erection of a single storey rear extension to form additional living accommodation 
| 8 Longs View, Charfield, GL12 8HZ | NO COMMENTS. 

 

  

12019/21   Planning Decisions & Other Matters   
The following planning decisions were noted -   
  

P21/03496/PNH | The erection of a single storey rear extension which would extend beyond the 
rear wall of the original house by 4.33m, for which the maximum height would be 3.5m and for 
which the height of the eaves would be 2.35m | 8 Longs View, Charfield, GL12 8HZ | PRIOR 
APPROVAL OBJECTION 

 

  

P21/03053/F | Erection of detached timber garage | Tyndale Lodge, Charfield Hill, Charfield, 
GL12 8LH | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

12020/21   Planning Enforcement Matters  
COM/21/0276/OD – Land behind the Pin Mill, New Road – the Clerk confirmed this had been 
diarised for 22nd July 2021. 
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12021/21   Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan  
As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the following report was noted -   
  

The Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan, passed at Referendum on 6th May 2021 would 
be presented to the full SGC meeting on 21st July 2021 for formal adoption. 

 

  

Marshfield PC had been in contact with Charfield PC regarding the development of a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Charfield’s Plan had been commended by SGC Councillor Steve Reade.  
Marshfield PC was not unanimous about the benefit of bring forward a Neighbourhood Plan.  
The Clerk would keep in contact with Marshfield PC Clerk. 

 

  

12022/21   Reports of Meetings  
As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the following report was noted -   
  

Cllr. Rosher had attended the Site Inspection Meeting for the quarry application on 25th June 
2021 and had emailed a report to all Cllrs.  In addition to Cllr. Rosher’s report, Cllrs. noted that a 
robust dust management plan would need to be put in place, and with the planned expansion, it 
was important to continue to maintain contact through the regular Liaison Group Meetings.  
Representatives of Breedon had suggested that one be arranged after the outcome of the Sites 
Inspection meeting. 

 

  

12023/21   Charfield Burial Ground  
As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the following report was noted -   
  

The Clerk would continue to liaise with the local contractor regarding the installation of the oak 
structure. 

 

  

The Clerk also reported that the family of the late Mr. Patterson had been in contact – they were 
considering the interment of his ashes in Charfield Burial Ground. The Clerk had also been 
liaising with a family regarding the interment of ashes into a single plot – this would be a private 
family interment. 

 

  

Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Peaster seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
recommendation of the vIWP held on 6th July 2021, to grant permission for the additional 
inscription in connection with the late Mr. R. Presland as per drawing supplied by the 
monumental mason.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
recommendation of the vIWP held on 6th July 2021, to grant permission for the purchase of a 
reserved double burial plot within Charfield Burial Ground for a Charfield family.  All Agreed. 

 

  

12024/21   Charfield Youth Project CIO  
As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the following report was noted -    
  

Cllrs. Glasgow and Newns provided a verbal update on activities.  Not much had been 
happening as the Youth Leader was currently self-isolating.  The Youth Project had received a 
small grant to help with a gardening project by the younger group.  The Hall Committee had 
given permission for the area at the back the Sportsman’s Lounge to be used.  The group had 
plans to plant herbs, flowers, and some vegetables.  Parish Councillors suggested the Youth 
Project might like to make enquiries with the Hall Committee to see if the flower bed in the car 
park could be included in their planting project. 

 

  

12025/21   Charfield Village Hall & Playing Fields CIO  
As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the following report was noted -   
  

Regarding the forthcoming play equipment refurbishment project, the Parish Council had 
eventually been advised of the specific pieces of equipment to be purchased.  This information 
had been forwarded to Cllrs. for their approval.  The first order had to be returned as the wrong 
address had been included.  Eventually, the order had come through with the correct details 
included, this had been verified by the Clerk and signed on the 18th June 2021. 
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The terms and conditions of purchase sent through by Kompan had differed from those 
displayed on their web site.  The T&C’s for this purchase stated, “for supply of product and 
services orders, 100% of the product price upon despatch and the remaining balance upon 
completion (hand over) of services”.  The Clerk read this to mean 100% of the cost of the 
physical equipment upon despatch with the remaining balance for delivery/installation paid once 
the project had been completed.  The Clerk understands (from the village Facebook Forum) that 
the installation of the play equipment will now commence in September 2021.  Additionally, the 
meeting noted that the ‘running track’ installation had commenced. 

 

  

In connection with the land transfer, the Clerk had contacted SGC Valuers to ascertain if they 
would be able to provide a written valuation of the land.  Unfortunately, they had been too busy 
to assist and referred the Clerk to the Planning Inspectorate Valuers.  They too were too busy to 
assist.  The Clerk then contacted an independent valuer who were also too busy to help. 
Eventually the Clerk contacted DJ&P in Wotton who provided a quote for £500 to undertake a 
written valuation – this quote had been accepted after consultation with Cllrs.  DJ&P will 
hopefully be visiting the playing fields in the next week or so.  However, the Clerk advised Cllrs. 
that an email had been received from DJ&P on 6th July asking whether a hard, paper copy of the 
report was required or whether an electronic copy would suffice.  The Clerk had confirmed an 
electronic copy was acceptable.  It was therefore anticipated that the valuation report would be 
received imminently. 

 

  

The Clerk provided an update to the meeting regarding the valuation report from DJ&P.  This 
had been received on 7th July 2021.  Confirmation had been obtained from DJ&P that the 
restrictive covenants attached to the land had been noted.  The report valued the land at 
£75,000.  Therefore, the Clerk advised that the LGA 1972 General Disposal Consent (England) 
2003 applied to the transfer, and that Secretary of State consent was not required.  This 
information had been circulated to all Parish Councillors who were content for the following 
resolution to be made at the meeting, with the wording of this resolution having been previously 
agreed with the Parish Council’s legal advisors and specialist. 

 

  

Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Rosher seconded and it was RESOLVED that following lawful 
instruction from the Managing Trustees of Charfield Memorial Hall & Playing Fields CIO to 
dispose of the Charfield Memorial Hall & Playing Fields, and in consideration of Section 127 of 
the Local Government Act 1972, Charfield Parish Council, as Custodian Trustees is satisfied 
that the Local Government Act 1972 General Disposal Consent (England) 2003 applies in this 
instance.  Charfield Parish Council considers the disposal of this land (at nil value) will help to 
secure the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well-being of its 
area.  Furthermore, Charfield Memorial Hall & Playing Fields CIO will continue to maintain and 
finance the land going forward, and in accordance with the transferred Covenants attached to 
the land.  All Agreed. 

 

  

The Clerk would liaise with the Parish Council’s legal advisors in order to conclude the transfer. Clerk 
  

12026/21   The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations  
As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the following report was noted -   
  

The Clerk advised Councillors that an extended bank holiday was planned to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Thursday 2nd June 2022 through to 5th June 2022.  Various 
suggestions were discussed – street parties, mugs, pens etc. The Parish Council would 
consider any suggestions made by Cllrs and residents 

 

  

12027/21   B4058 Wotton Road through Charfield – Speed Enforcement Solutions  
As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the following report was noted -   
  

It was acknowledged that the Wotton Road through Charfield is a major traffic route from the M5 
through to Wotton.  Cllr. Threlfall had undertaken some research on various speed enforcement 
initiatives including speed humps and flashing speed signs.  The cost of two high quality ANPR 
cameras would be in the region of £70,000 with additional ongoing annual costs.  Data and 
information would be sent directly to A&S Police.  It was noted that SGC as a Local Authority do 
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not support roadside speed cameras, only bus lane cameras.  Cllrs. discussed options on how 
to remind drivers of the 30mph limit through Charfield and it was agreed that up to date, 
accurate data on volume and speed of traffic was required. 
  

As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the Clerk was asked to contact SGC to request 
that a Speed & Volume exercise be undertaken at various points on the Wotton Road through 
Charfield outside of school summer holiday times.  The meeting also noted that a Speed & 
Volume exercise would be undertaken as part of the railway station re-opening plans. 

Clerk 

  

12028/21   Financial Matters  
a) The Clerk reported the following balances.    
  

 Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 443 dated 1st July 2021)  
 Business Reserve (1) £  14,411.81 (Statement No. 230 dated 1st April 2021)  
 Business Reserve (2) £238,038.99 (Statement No. 338 dated 1st July 2021)  
  

b) A copy of the Receipts & Payments Account on 13th July 2021 had been provided to Cllrs.  
This reflected receipts and payments against the 2021/22 budget.   

 

  

c) Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
recommendation of the vIWP on 6th July 2021, to approve the bank standing order mandate 
for the previously resolved increase to the Clerk’s salary.  All Agreed.  The mandate was 
duly signed. 

 

  

d) Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Peaster seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
recommendation of the vIWP on 6th July 2021, to renew the Parish Council’s domain name 
for two years in September 2021 at a cost of £199.98.  All Agreed. 

 

  

12029/21   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts to be paid having previously verified them as 
accurate. 

 

Payee 
Chq 
No. 

Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - June £1,082.21 £0.00 £1,082.21 

HMRC 3036 
Clerk's Tax & NI (monthly) £285.62 £0.00 

£572.30 
Tax & NI (attributable) £286.68 £0.00 

Mrs. P. Evans 3037 

Backdated Salary £629.07 £0.00 

£697.67 

Room Hire x 2 £44.10 £0.00 

Postage £8.21 £0.00 

Mileage £6.30 £0.00 

Stationery £9.99 £0.00 

KLH Landscaping 
3038 

Grounds Maintenance 
2021 £1,025.00 £0.00 £1,025.00 

      £3,377.18 £0.00 £3,377.18 
 

 

  

Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Peaster seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
recommendations of the vIWP on 6th July 2021, that the above accounts be paid.  All Agreed.   

 

  

In addition, Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Peaster seconded and it was RESOLVED to pay the 
following invoice in connection with the land valuation.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Payee 
Chq 
No. 

Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

DJ&P 3039 Land Valuation £500.00 £100.00 £600.00 

      £500.00 £100.00 £600.00 
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12030/21  Councillors Open Forum  
As recommended by the vIWP on 6th July 2021, the following was noted -  
  

Overgrown hedges around the parish/encroaching vegetation – It was suggested the Clerk put a 
small article on the Parish Council web site and village Facebook forum (with links) about how to 
report high or overgrown hedges on the SGC Report It page.  Also, to remind residents to check 
their boundary trees/hedges/shrubs to ensure they were not encroaching on public footpaths. 

Clerk 

  

Cllr. Threlfall would take a look at the brushcutter. AT 
 

This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 20:10 hrs. 
 
 
 

Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be 
held on Tuesday 14th September 2021 at 7:30pm in the Sportsman’s Lounge.   
 

 

 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         

 
 


