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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th March 2020 
commencing at 7.30pm in the Main Hall, Memorial Hall, Charfield 

 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Mr. M. Rosher, Mrs. J. Ashe, Mr. M. Cheskin, Mrs. W. Glasgow, Mrs. N. Newns, Mr. 
T. Parker, Mr. V. Sydenham and Mr. A. Threlfall 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
South Gloucestershire Councillor:  Cllr. John O’Neill 
Public: One members of the public were present 
 Action 

11737/20  To note Apologies for Absence and Acceptance of Reasons  
Apologies were received, noted and accepted from Cllr. Law.  
  
11738/20  Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
Cllr. Cheskin voluntarily declared a personal interest in agenda item 7, specifically 
P20/00860/RM and would take no part in those discussions. 

 

  

11739/20  To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of 
the Ordinary meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 11th February 2020 as a true 
and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

 

  
11740/20   Public Participation  
A representative of the Hall Committee addressed the Parish Council and thanked them for their 
continued financial support to the Hall, in particular the increase to £8,000 for the forthcoming 
financial year.  The representative queried how much Community Infrastructure Levy was 
available and how this could be applied for.  The Clerk advised there were specific and detailed 
spending criteria attached to CIL which currently stood at circa. £24,000.  The Parish Council 
were legally obliged to report back annually to SGC on how this money had been used.  The 
representative of the Hall Committee was advised to submit a grant application (using the 
Charfield Grant Application Scheme forms) for the Parish Council to consider and to ensure the 
CIL was being appropriately spent.  

 

  

Regarding the forthcoming agenda item 17 and the request to transfer the £17,500 Earmarked 
Reserves, the representative of the Hall Committee confirmed this had not been an official 
request for the money.  The Parish Council confirmed the money would be available to the Hall 
Committee but would require a grant application form to be completed.  If the purchase of any 
play equipment was made through the Parish Council these funds would in effect be worth 20% 
more as the Parish Council is able to reclaim VAT – this information had been emailed to the 
Hall Committee previously. 

 

  
11741/20  To receive the Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk had circulated a copy of her report, a copy of which is appended to these Minutes.  
  
Regarding item 4 – QR Code - the Clerk would continue to liaise with the Church.  
  
Regarding item 5 – War Memorial Cleaning – the Clerk had also contacted Chipping Sodbury 
Town Trust to seek advice. 

 

  
11742/20  Report from Cllr. John O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
It was confirmed that the Joint Spatial Plan had now been withdrawn and a new Local Plan 
would be developed which could take two to four years - this would mean that Charfield 
remained open to speculative development.  The two applications – CEG and Bloor were being 
treated by SGC as speculative.  Alterations of Junction 14 of the M5 were still being considered 
and the Joint Transport Plan still contained the re-opening of Charfield Railway Station within its 
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plans.  Any expansion of J14 would involve acquiring land from Tortworth Estate.  Without the 
re-opening of the station, a new school and the junction amendments, it would be very hard to 
bring forward any development within the parish.  Having made a Climate Emergency 
Declaration, the Parish Council would be very interested in legally challenging any development 
on environmental grounds – Parish Councillors considered that residents would be heavily 
reliant on their cars and Charfield would become a commuter town.  It was noted that CEG may 
well re-submit a scaled-down application.  
  
Regarding the resurfacing of Manor Lane recently reported in the Gazette, this is in reality 
surface-dressing of the road.  SGC Highways Engineers had been asked to consider a 
pedestrian refuge on Manor Lane to assist the safe crossing of the road by school pupils.  They 
had visited the site and taken measurements – the road could accommodate a refuge, however 
funding for this had to compete with other project. 

 

  
The 278 Works at Warners Court were due to finish by the end of the week.  Complaints about 
the tailbacks at the temporary traffic lights had continued.    The developers have been 
reasonably accommodating by removing the traffic lights at night.  Parish Councillors noted that 
the concrete island on the road, just as you pulled out of Little Bristol Lane was permanent. 

 

  
11743/20   Planning Applications  
P20/00860/RM | Demolition of existing industrial unit and erection of 1 no. building to form retail 
unit (Class A1) to include details of appearance and landscaping (approval of Reserved Matters 
to be read in conjunction with outline Planning Permission PT18/4923/O | The Old Station, 
Wotton Road, Charfield | OBJECT – Referring to PT17/4923/O the required documents are 
lacking in this application - Condition 5 Details of renovation and proposed reuse of The Old 
Bank; Condition 6 Revised Tree Protection Plan and Arboricultural Statement; Condition 7 
Revised Floodlighting and External Illumination Plan; Condition 10 Construction Management 
Plan.  The Parish Council calls for the Conditions in the Outline permission relating to opening 
times and deliveries (Conditions 13 and 14) to be reiterated and that the proposal to vary them 
be refused. 

 

  
P20/01324/F | Demolition of existing cottage and erection of 2 no. detached dwellings and 
associated works (resubmission of P19/12341/F) | 66 Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8SR | 
OBJECT - Having taken on board South Gloucestershire Council's comments when refusing 
application P19/12341/F for the same site for three dwelling (refusal letter of 18th November 
2019), Charfield Parish Council wish to OBJECT to this application. The Parish Council 
considers this development for two dwellings still constitutes overdevelopment of the site; the 
proposal does not represent effective development of the site; the proposed development would 
have a detrimental effect on the neighbouring properties.  As the proposed development 
requires the demolition of 66 Wotton Road, the Parish Council is concerned about potential 
damage that could be caused to adjoining properties 64a and 64b Wotton Road and the 
developer has not provided any evidence or assurances of safety surveys to that effect. 

 

  
P20/02606/F | Restoration of detached, fire damaged incidental garage | 62 Woodlands Road, 
Charfield, GL12 8LS | NO OBJECTIONS. 

 

  
11744/20   Planning Decisions  
P19/12796/F | Temporary consent (3 years) for erection of 1 no. building for use as tyre fitting 
and MOT station (sui generis) to include ancillary use of existing portakabin and storage 
containers | The Old Station, Wotton Road, Charfield | REFUSAL. 

 

  
P19/19023/F | Erection of two storey front extension with gable ended roof to form additional 
living accommodation | 144a Manor Lane, Charfield, GL12 8TN | APPROVE WITH 
CONDITIONS. 

 

  
P19/19195/F | Demolition of an existing bungalow and erection of two semi-detached chalet 
style bungalows with associated works | Snaefell, The Drive, Charfield | REFUSAL. 
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11745/20   Planning Appeal  
The Parish Council noted Planning Appeal APP/P0119/D/19/3243538 | Westglade, Charfield 
Hill, Charfield | Erection of front porch.  Raising of roofline, installation of 3 no. front dormers to 
facilitate loft conversion.  Erection of single storey rear accommodation.  This Appeal was being 
made to the Planning Inspectorate under the ‘Householder Appeal Service’ which did not permit 
planning comments to be submitted. 

 

  
11746/20   Planning Enforcement  
COM/19/1051/OD – SGC Officer had visited the site and established that the failed trees had 
not been replaced by the developer as they had promised.  SGC would be writing again to the 
developer to ensure the work is undertaken.  The Parish Council would continue to closely 
monitor to ensure the replacement trees are actually planted. 

 

  
The Clerk confirmed that nothing further had been heard from SGC regarding the complaint 
about unauthorised works to the Copper Beech tree on the Barratt development site.  The Clerk 
was asked to contact the SGC Tree Officer to ascertain progress. 

 
Clerk 

  
11747/20   Charfield Neighbourhood Plan  
The Parish Council noted that SGC had issued their response to the Charfield Neighbourhood 
Development Plan and confirmed that a Strategic Environmental Assessment was not required.  
The CNP will continue to progress through the required stages. 

 

  
11748/20   Charfield Burial Ground Report  
All in order.  Since the pile of ivy cuttings had been removed, some snowdrops had emerged 
which had been moved to the roadside wall. 

 

  

Cllr. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Rosher seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the interment of 
ashes of the late Mrs. A. Graham on Friday 17th April 2020.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Parish Councillors then considered the quote (Ref 1993) received from Made in Oak for the new 
shelter in the burial ground - £9,485.80 (plus VAT).  In principle the Parish Council accepted this 
quote, however further quotes would be required regarding the groundworks needed to 
accommodate the structure.  The Parish Council would also have to overcome issues of an 
electricity supply and comfort facilities for the workmen.  The Clerk to progress.  Cllrs. discussed 
where the shelter could be located to minimise any visual impact and use of the area between 
the shelter and the roadside wall – possibly a ‘contemplative’ area with wild flowers. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

  

KLH Landscaping would be asked to take a look at the Heather border which had a couple of 
bare patches, and the old wishing well which was in need of repair. 

Clerk 

  

11749/20   Youth Group  
Nothing further to report.  A meeting had been arranged for later in the month.   
  
The Youth Parish Council had met to discuss arrangement for the Summer Fete.  The meeting 
had been productive with plenty of jobs handed out.  Cllr. Glasgow had visited Thornbury to take 
a look at their Youth Group meeting room which consisted of two metal containers that had been 
welded together – so far this had cost in the region of £50,000.  Cllr. Glasgow had started 
looking at portakabins and had also asked a local builder to provide a quote for a simple 
structure on part of the skate-park.  Parish Councillors confirmed that the location of this 
proposed structure would basically be where the ‘grind rails’ are and the half pipe would remain.   

 

  
11750/20   Meeting Reports  
Nothing to report.  
  
11751/20   Correspondence Received  
SGC - VE Day 75th Anniversary Grant; Planning Consultations; Cribbs Patchway metro bus 
extension (CPME) - Gipsy Patch Lane closure; QR Code for War Memorial at Charfield, Wotton 
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Road; Local Cycling Walking Infrastructure Plan - Public Consultation. 
  

NALC/ALCA – Scribe Discount Code; Small Councils Internal Audit Network (SCIAN); NALC 
Study Tour 2020/21; Vacancies/opportunities; Spring Conference 2020. 

 

  

Other – Charfield village hall car park; Clerk to Aust Parish Council; 1 & 2 Manor Farm Cottages 
+ White House and Graveyard. Yew tree and shelter; CPRE Director’s Bulletin; Network Rail - 
Work in Upper Wick, Dursley. 

 

  

11752/20   2020 Annual Parish Meeting  
The Annual Parish Meeting was booked for 21st April 2020, however in consideration of current 
news regarding the spread of Coronavirus, Parish Councillors would consider postponing the 
APM at the next meeting of the Parish Council scheduled for 14th April 2020.   

 

  

11753/20   Charfield Memorial Hall  
The Resolution from the Memorial Hall regarding the transfer of Play Equipment Earmarked 
reserves from the Parish Council to the Memorial Hall Committee was WITHDRAWN.   

 

  

Cllr. Cheskin proposed, Cllr. Glasgow seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the invoice 
from Avon Fencing 2000 for £1,110 (plus VAT) to replace the access gates off Little Bristol 
Lane.  All Agreed. 

 

  

11754/20   2020 Grant Application  
Cllr. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Sydenham seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the £500 
grant application from Clean Up Green Up Charfield.  This would be paid in May 2020 along with 
the other approved grant applications.  All Agreed. 

 

  

11755/20   Financial Matters  
The Clerk reported the following available balances as at 28th February 2020 with the bank 
statements being witnessed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk:- 

 

  

Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 426 dated 31st January 2020)  
Business Reserve (1)  £  14,398.76 (Statement No. 215 dated 3rd January 2020)  
Business Reserve (2)  £138,294.03 (Statement No. 321 dated 31st January 2020)  
  

The receipts and payments account as at 10th March 2020 was noted.  
  

Cllr. Cheskin proposed, Cllr. Sydenham seconded and it was RESOLVED to vire across 
£1,583.00 from Unearmarked Reserves to pay the remaining two invoices from Youth & 
Community Services Ltd for Youth Group provision to end of March 2020.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to vire across £142.00 
from Unearmarked Reserves to pay the ALCA Subscription invoice.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Following approval of the Avon Fencing 2000 invoice for the Little Bristol Lane access gates, it 
was agreed that if this work was done before the end of March 2020, that the Clerk process the 
payment in the current financial year’s budget. 

 
Clerk 

  

11756/20   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts to be paid having previously verified them as 
accurate. 

 

  

Payee 
Chq 
No. 

Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. Paula Evans SO Clerk's Salary £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

HMRC 2947 Clerk's Tax & NI £142.28 £0.00 £142.28 

KLH Landscaping 2948 Litter/Recycling Bin Fitting £80.00   £80.00 
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Mr. M. Rosher 2949 Domain & Printer £244.99 £49.00 £293.99 

YACS 2950 Youth Provision £6,150.00   £6,150.00 

Came & Company 2951 Insurance £714.01   £714.01 

ALCA 2952 Membership 20-21 £530.59   £530.59 

Charfield Memorial Hall 2953 Room Hire £66.00   £66.00 

South Glos Council 2954 Localism Charges £507.63 £101.52 £609.15 

Mrs. Paula Evans 2955 Postage, Shredder etc £109.95   £109.95 

      £9,408.61 £150.52 £9,559.13 
 

  
Cllr. Threlfall proposed, Cllr. Sydenham seconded and it was RESOLVED that the above 
accounts be paid.  All Agreed. 

 

  
11757/20   Minor Items Raised by Members or for Future Agenda  
The Clerk was requested to cancel the community defibrillator training. Clerk 
  
Parish Councillors confirmed they do not usually have a stall at the annual village fete.  
  
The Clerk was asked to report a damaged Willow Tree on amenity space on Woodlands Road. Clerk 
  
Parish Council meeting would be moved back to the Sportsmans Lounge – Clerk to make the 
arrangements. 

Clerk 

 
This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 9.23pm. 
 
Next Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be held on Tuesday 14th April 2020 at 7:30pm 
in the Main Hall.   
 
 
 
Chairman                                                 14th April 2020 
 
 

Clerk’s Report 
Presented to Full Parish Council Meeting on 10th March 2020 

 

1. The Clerk was contacted by an individual seeking permission to site a catering van on the Memorial 
Hall car park.  The Clerk advised the individual to contact the Memorial Hall Committee via their 
Chairman’s email address.  
 

2. The Parish Council was advised that Network Rail would be undertaking track renewal works in the 
Wick area but accessing the track through Charfield.  The works would be at weekends between 
22:00 hrs and 08:00 hrs from 23rd February through to 19th April.  Individual neighbours should have 
been advised separately.  The Clerk posted this information on the Charfield Village Forum.  There 
were a number of comments on the Forum about the level of noise of the weekend 7th/8th March 
and a light shining into neighbouring properties. 

 
3. The Clerk was contacted on 12th February 2020 by a resident of the Bellway development.  The 

resident had heard that the Bellway allotments were due to be handed over to the Parish Council 
for future management.  The Clerk advised the resident that the Parish Council was unaware of this 
suggestion and asked if they had a contact at Bellway with whom the Parish Council could liaise.  
Nothing further has been heard. 

 
4. SGC has been in touch regarding the QR Code for the War Memorial.  Because their suggested 

revised location (grass verge to the left of the memorial) has utilities running underneath, it will not 
be possible for the QR Code to be put there.  SGC has suggested that a copy is printed off and put 
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on the Church notice board and Manor Lane notice board.  Rev. Williams has given permission for 
this, depending on the size of the Code. 

 
5. Regarding the cleaning and repainting of the names of the Fallen, the Clerk has done some further 

research.  It is important to ascertain the type of cleaning that is required – lichen, vehicle fume 
damage etc.  The Clerk is in touch with the War Memorials Trust to see if they can recommend a 
company in our area. 

 
6. Water Fountain – whilst doing more research on this subject, the Clerk has discovered an adjoining 

Council had been considering the same.  However, the Council had resolved to not proceed 
because of the cost, the onerous maintenance regime that would be required including appointing 
an additional staff member and concerns about vandalism.  Additionally they noted that there would 
be additional costs for daily cleaning, six monthly servicing and sanitation as well as regular 
Legionella testing to comply with WRAS regulations.    

 
7. The Clerk was contacted by CUGUC who had been contacted by a resident regarding an uprooted 

tree on Charfield Hill opposite the 30mph signs.  The tree was being supported by surrounding 
trees but was in danger of falling into the road.  The Clerk therefore reported this to SGC Streetcare 
(who are responsible for the verge) as a matter of urgency.  

 
8. The Clerk was contacted by an organisation providing sports activities to school children during the 

Easter holidays.  The organisation was requesting permission to site banners on the verges around 
the village.  The Clerk advised they should contact SGC who was responsible for the verges. 

 
9. The Clerk would like to request annual leave for 12th and 13th March and 27th and 30th March.  

 


